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Fire … a Triangular Affair 



Simple truths require little defense; A purpose of science models is to say very much 

with very little.   

     Larry Harris 11-15-06 
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The First Nations 



Toting the Firestick ….  

From Berengia to Tierra Del Fuegeo, the Land of Fire 



Frequent Fire 

The Longleaf Pine FireForest 
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In the year 1750, when the settlement of the upper country 

[South Carolina piedmont] began, there were so many 

buffaloes, which have long disappeared, that three or four 

men with their dogs could kill from ten to twenty in a day.  

 

 

 

 

David Ramsay 1858 



Cracker Culture: 
Celtic Ways in the Old South  

 
McWhiney 19xx 





The Bobwhite Quail & Tall Timbers   Fire Science 

Mr. Herbert L. Stoddard 



The Dixie Crusaders 

The Southern Forestry Education Project 



The Nature Conservancy 



South Carolina Forestry Commission  
Underfunded & Understaffed: Doing a Lot with a Little 



Challenges to Rx Fire in the SE US: Now and in the Future 
 

Air quality: NOx, SU2, Ozone, Particulate Matter, PB, CO 

  Co2, Methane, Benzene, Formaldahyde 
 

Liability: Negligence v Gross Negligence 
 

“Progress” … “Development” & Land Fragmentation, 

Invasive Exotic Species 
 

Culture: Schism, Loss of Appreciation for and On-the-Ground  

Implementation of Multicultural Heritage 
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   “Progress”          &       “Development”  



Lewis Ocean Bay:  

Smoke Inversion into Myrtle Beach 





Perspective Matters 

Allen & Starr 1982 



Peshtigo Firestorm    
8 OCT 1871 



                Along The Southland’s Roadsides Today  



tree-of-heaven, princess 

tree, lovegrass, Chinese 

silvergrass, interstate 

lespedeza, bicolor 

lespedeza, cogongrass 



The first thing you do when you find yourself in a hole 

 is to stop digging.  Abraham Lincoln 

Invasive Exotic Plant Species: Cogongrass 



Miller et al. 2010 







The Longleaf Pine Fireforest 

http://www.bethyoung.net/ 

http://www.bethyoung.net/


A Paragon 

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens 

can change the world; indeed, it is the only thing that ever has. 

      Margaret Mead 



Restoring Appreciation for and On-the-Ground 

Implementation of Multicultural Heritage 



150 thousand days old 





A society is ultimately  

measured not by what it  

develops or consumes, 

but rather by what it 

has nurtured and 

preserved.    
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Which do we need more of …? 
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