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Greenville County Soil and Water Conservation District
301 University Ridge, Suite 4800

Greenville, SC 29601
864-467-2755

www.greenvillesoilandwater.com



Our Mission
Our mission is to protect natural resources through education, 
programs, and cooperative efforts with partner organizations to 
achieve common goals for the benefit of all citizens of Greenville 
County by:
• Urban and Land Use Planning
• Conservation Awareness
• Sustainable Agriculture

Kirsten Robertson  District Manager     Extension 110
Linda Creel   Administrative Support    Extension 111
Lynn Pilewski   Education Program Coordinator   Extension 103
Kristen Henry   Community Relations Coordinator   Extension 117
Lynne Newton   NRCS District Conservationist    Extension 108
Collin Buckner   NRCS Soil Conservationist    Extension 115
Chris Workman  DNR Program Coordinator    Extension 109
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District Commissioners 
Danny Howard, Darrell Harrison, Claire Bradbery, Dr. Rob Hanley, Ed Nabers

          Treasurer               Commissioner         Vice-Chairman            Chairman         Commissioner

Greenville County Soil and Water Conservation District
301 University Ridge, Suite 4800

Greenville, SC 29601
864-467-2755

www.greenvillesoilandwater.com

Photography Contest Winners
Congratulations to the winners of our first Photography Contest for Greenville County 
students. We had so many wonderful entries, it was difficult to judge!

Commissioner Darrell Harrison Retires
The District Commission and Staff thank Commissioner Darrell Harrison for his years of dedicated service 
to Greenville County. Mr. Harrison has served as a commissioner since 2006 and has been instrumental in 
furthering the goals of the District.  As retired Director of the Roper Mountain Science Center, Mr. Harrison 
filled an important role on the Conservation District Board as an education expert, specifically natural 
resources and farming education to school-aged children.  We will miss Mr. Harrison and wish him all the 
best in his retirement pursuits.

Best In Show
Carson Barrs, 12th Grade

Greer High School

Contest Theme:
Focus on Water

High School Winner
Tatiana Gonzalez, 11th Grade

Hillcrest High

12th Grade Winner
Oakley Owens
Hillcrest High

Best Artistic Expression 
Breanna Walden, 11th Grade

Greer High School

Best Original Concept
Keshaun Anderson, 11th Grade

Hillcrest High

Creative Depiction of Water
Nia Woodruff, 11th Grade

Hillcrest High

11th Grade Winner
Ryan MacLaine Conti

Hillcrest High

10th Grade Winner
Lindsey Sears

Greer High School

7th Grade Winner
Danna Lopez Serrano

Beck Academy

8th Grade Winner
Brylan Hoxworth
Riverside Middle

Middle School Winner
Madi McClatchey, 8th Grade

Riverside Middle



Ea
tin

g 
Fo

r S
us

ta
in

ab
ilt

y 
- S

up
po

rt 
Yo

ur
 L

oc
al

 F
ar

m
er

s
2015 Program

s - C
onservation Ed

ucation and
 O

utreach

5

2015 Programs & Focus
Eating for a healthy and sustainable community

Locavore: a person whose diet consists only or principally of locally grown or 
produced food.  Sounds good, right?  So good that the Oxford English Dictionary 
made locavore the 2007 word of the year.  Locavore retains its relevance, 
especially here in the fertile southeast, where homegrown food is aplenty.  We’ve 
all heard that eating local is the way to go, but do we know why?  Let’s explore.

First, let’s talk freshness.  To a foodie like myself, one of the greatest benefits of 
locally grown foods is the flavor.  Because it doesn’t have far to travel, local 
produce is harvested at the peak of its ripeness and nutrient load.  This makes it 
tastier and healthier than its transcontinental counterpart.

Looking to try something new?  While the diversity of the typical grocery store may 
be limited, locally grown goods offer a large range of niche products that may be 
otherwise unavailable.  Additionally, products are grown in-season, which allows 
for more abundant (and therefore often cheaper) goods.

Another fundamental aspect of locavorism is community.  Eating locally offers 
you the chance to have a personal relationship with farmers, their practices, and 
their products.  It also lets you financially support both the farmer and the local 
economy. 

Finally, local goods make for a happy and healthy environment.  Short 
transportation distances cut down on energy and fossil fuel consumption.  
Crop variation and rotation allows for greater genetic diversity, which is 
essential to ecological health.  Small-scale farms also tend to be easier on 
the land, thus helping to preserve soil and water quality as well as wildlife 
habitat. 

From ground to table, eating local is the clear choice.  With resources 
like the Greenville State Farmers Market, municipal farmers markets, 
an upcoming Upstate SC Food Hub, and good old fashioned roadside 
stalls, the bounty of delicious, nutritious, and conscientious foods is 
unlimited.

Let’s Get Local!

Maddi Phillips
2014/15 Conservation Assistant

In addition to concentrating on the 2015 International Year of Soils, 
we are focusing on many additional programs in education and 
conservation.

Community Outreach
Do you want to learn about rain gardens, composting, recycling rain, 
or how to keep our waters clean? GCSWCD offers conservation 
education programs and workshops to local groups, HOAs, and 
county residents. Contact Kristen Henry (khenry@greenvillecounty.org) 
to have us present to your neighborhood! 

In the Schools
In addition to stormwater education curriculum, our 2015 focus in the 
schools is “Connecting Kids to the Land”, a lesson plan designed 
to help children to understand the importance of local farmers and to 
identify food origins.

72nd Annual Essay Contest for Greenville County 5th - 8th 
graders will take place this spring. This year’s theme is Local Heroes: 
Your Hardworking Pollinators. Submissions are due March 23. For 
more information or if you’d like 
to participate, email Lynn Pilewski 
(lpilewski@greenvillecounty.org)

319 Grants
If you live or own a business in 
Greenville County and have a failing 
septic system, cost-share money 
may be available to fix or replace 
your septic system. To  determine if 
your area qualifies for funds,  call Kirsten Robertson at 467-2755 x110.

Conservation Around Town
Stop by our education booth at the Southern Home and Garden Show, 
Get Out Greenville!, Park Hop, and Duck Derby to learn about how 
you can help keep pollutants out of our rivers, lakes, and streams. 
Also, don’t forget to watch Your Carolina (WSPA, Channel 7) on the 
third Wednesday of each month for Conservation Conversations! 
Keep an eye out for information on our conservation-themed 
geocache scavenger hunt learning adventure, which will 
take place in late March in conjunction with iMAGINE UPSTATE. 

Demonstration Projects
2015 will bring several new rain gardens, pollinator gardens, and 
other demonstration projects around the county. If you’d like to get 
involved, call us at 864-467-2755 or email khenry@greenvillecounty.
org.

Erosion Control Expertise
If you live or own a business in Greenville County and have issues 
with erosion on your property, technical advice may be 
available.  Call Kirsten Robertson at 467-2755 x110.4



Leaders
ReWa - Renewable Water Resources

Educators
Strange Brothers Grading Company, Inc.
Darrell & Georgia Harrison

Patrons
Ashmore Bros. Inc.
Caliber Engineering Consultants, LLC
Hyatt Regency Greenville 
Eugene C. McCall, Jr.
Ed & Judy Nabers
Padula’s Plants and Gardens 
John W. Parris
Pecan Dale Farmstead        

Supporters
AgSouth Farm Credit
Arbor Engineering, Inc.
Green Lakes Properties
Butch & Diane Kirven
Laurens Electric Cooperative, Inc.
In Memory of Ben & Kathryn Leonard
Rogers & Callcott Environmental

Contributors 
Bob & Claire Bradbery
Dennis & Judy DeFrancesco
Mr. & Mrs. William H. Earle
Jim & Beverly Fogle
David & April Gibble, Blueberry Hill
William N. Gressette, Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Hanley
Dr. David L. Hargett
Danny & Nan Howard
Ted V. Howie

Howard Farms
Grady & Mary Rose Jones
Dr. Walter McPhail
Lynne Newton
North Greenville University
Melvin Pace, Pace Building Company
Fred & Kay Payne
Gary & Fran Richardson
SynTerra
Paul Wickensimer
J. Randall & Pat Wynn

Event Sponsors
The Chopping Block
Chuck FM
The Commerce Club
Greenville Parks and Rec
Greenville Rotary Evening Duck Derby
Golden Corner Barn Quilts
Hyatt Regency Greenville
Mean Street Motorsports
Nature Walk Photography
Rusty Nuts
Tommy Pike Customs
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ProjectWET™ Host InstitutionAffiliate Membership
Since 1971, citizens, businesses and educational institutions in Greenville County have donated tax 
deductible gifts to the Greenville County Soil & Water Conservation District.  The District uses affiliate 
member funds to provide a wide variety of environmental education programs, demonstration 
projects and outdoor learning opportunities. 

District education programs reach students of all ages, classroom teachers, informal educators, 
pet owners, homeowners, farmers, contractors, members of the public and elected officials.
      

• Awards for Greenville County students for photographs, science projects, and essays 
written on natural resource conservation topics  

• Sponsorship of high school students to attend Envirothon and Governors’ Institute for 
Natural Resource Education 

• Workshops for educators in Project WILD, Project WET and Project FLP (Food, Land, 
People) 

• Classroom programs for Greenville County schools, reaching hundreds of  students 
each year 

• Interactive exhibit displays at area events, fairs, and Earth Day celebrations 

• Funding for Outdoor Learning Centers, community rain garden projects, and 
interactive learning activities 

• Funding for mini-grants to schools and organizations for conservation education

We need your help to continue these important programs!

Greenville County Soil and Water Conservation District joins ProjectWET USA this year as 
a host institution in South Carolina. Lynn Pilewski  and Kristen Henry will serve as SC state 
coordinators for the program.

Project WET’s mission is to reach children, parents, teachers and community members of the 
world with water education that promotes awareness of water and empowers community 
action to solve complex water issues. 

What does WET stand for?

Water Education for Teachers. And we mean “teachers” in the broadest sense of the word. 
Our curriculum materials are designed for educators of all kinds—from classroom teachers 
and informal educators like scout troop leaders and nature center interpreters to parents 
and other family members.

GCSWCD will participate by:

►  Providing training workshops to educators at all levels, formal and non-formal, on 
diverse water topics so that those educators can reach children with objective, 
experiential, science-based water education.

►  Organizing and inspiring community water events, including water festivals and  
projects.



N
ew

 and
 N

otew
orthy - D

istrict Happenings

9

NACD Webinar
On December 18, our Education Staff presented a webinar 
to NACD (National Association of Conservation Districts)  
members as a part of their  monthly Urban and Community 
Conservation Series. We  shared time with Hamilton County, 
Ohio to discuss Reaching Urban and Community Audiences 
with our Maximize Your Message presentation. Information 
discussed included our comprehensive education plans, 
surveying our community and making the material stick 
with the recipient. We had great response on both the 
Poop Fairy and Yucky Duck campaign materials and will 
be sharing them with other districts.

The Poop Fairy is on the Move!

Keep an eye out wherever you go for The Poop Fairy! Greenville 
County’s pet waste campaign materials are now being featured 
in:
 
► Albuquerque, NM
► Corpus Christie, TX
► Charleston, SC 
► Waukesha County, WI

If you happen to be here in Greenville, don’t miss our Poop Fairy 
mascot! 27 yards of glitter tulle went into this. He says “no” to 
picking up after area dogs - after all, There Is No Poop Fairy! We’re 
not sure exactly what kind of fairy this is, but he is definitely not 
scooping poop!

A huge “Thank You!” to our commissioners for going above and 
beyond to support our education campaigns! 

New Water Cycle Program
Ever wonder about how to keep kids interested in learning in large groups? What if there is a wide variety 
of ages in the same group? We created a new activity for assemblies to solve this problem! The program 
cards were hand crafted by our intern, Maddi Phillips, on 2’ x 3’ foam core boards.

Children clap to signify rain, make sucking noises to signify rain being absorbed by the ground, stomp feet 
to signify a heavy rain or rain on hard surfaces (runoff), make a shhh noise to signify river flowing, then do 
“jazz hands”  to signify evaporation. This activity gives children a way to “act out” the water cycle, helping 
them to understand the process.

We have successfully used this for assemblies of over 150 students in K3 through 6th grade.

Inaugural Event Largest Car Show in Downtown Greenville!
The First Annual Cruise-In and Car Show on the Square took place on October 18th at County Square in 
downtown Greenville. This event was created as a part of our comprehensive education plan on used 
automotive fluids. Since we want to teach Greenville County residents about the dangers that used auto 
fluids pose to our water supply, we envisioned an event to focus on car enthusiasts.  This auto-themed 
day featured a car show with over 40 entrants, a very well attended cruise-in and a concert by country 
star Benton Blount. Attendees were able to interact with education staff and learn about disposal of used 
motor oil and why re-refined oil is an excellent, ecological choice. Yucky Ducky entertained and posed for 
photos with his adoring fans. Folks had fun with our Touch-a-Truck area, an array of military vehicles, and 
great food - a grand time was had by all!

New and NoteworthyCruise-In and Car Show on the Square
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A huge THANK YOU to our car show judges from Tommy Pike Customs, Rusty Nuts, and Mean Street Motorsports. Thanks also to 
Benton Blount, ChuckFM, The Chopping Block, Greenville Parks and Rec, Roundtowners, Greenville Evening Rotary, all of our 
volunteers, and Greenville County employees for making this event a success!8
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Calling all kids and kids at heart!  We would like to invite you to join the 
Yucky Ducky Kids Club and become a part of the pollution-fighting Ducky 
Army!  

Every Kids Club member receives his or her very own membership punch 
card, which can be redeemed for awesome prizes like sunglasses, 
water bottles, fanny packs, and more.  Get your card punched by 
visiting General Yucky Ducky and the education staff at events around 
Greenville, participating in our conservation-themed contests, and 
learning how to protect Greenville’s waters.

Check out our events calendar to see where General Yucky Ducky and 
the Yucky Ducky Kids Club are headed to next!

Yucky Ducky Travels the USA!
The Yucky Ducky Army has taken Greenville by storm, and now they’re 
ready to clean up the world!  Modeled after the classic story of Flat 
Stanley, Flat Yucky Ducky aims to bring General Yucky Ducky to all 
corners of the globe on his mission to stop stormwater pollution.  He is 
ready to be cut out, decorated, and sent on journeys with you and 
your family.

No adventure is too big for Flat Yucky!  So far, his escapades have 
taken him to Cumberland Gap National Historical Park in the 
Appalachian Mountains, the New Buffalo Lighthouse in Michigan, 
the Indiana Dunes State Park in Indiana, and beyond.  He was even 
spotted at Thomas Creek’s Saluda clean up!

Prizes are given each month for Best Stormwater Pollution-Related, 
Farthest from Greenville, and Most Unique.  If you’re a lucky duck with 
a tiny General (see below), take him on your adventures as well!  Send 
your Flat Yucky photos to contest@yuckyducky.com today!

All of these activities and tons more (including our super cool 
Adventures of Yucky Ducky Arcade Game) can be found in the Kids 
Corner at YuckyDucky.com.

Flat Yucky Ducky visits the 
Kentucky Artisan Center

Yucky Ducky visits Mount Rushmore
Flat Yucky Ducky takes the Three Dune Challenge at 

Indiana Dunes at Lake Michigan (He made it!)

Even our Greenville K9 Officers love the Poop 
Fairy! Thanks to the Greenville PD.

Ready to Play Stormwater PLINKO at the 
Friends of Lake Robinson Day Celebration

“Can I Join the Kids Club?”Deck the Halls with Yucky Ducky! 
Caroling at County Square

The Poop Fairy has loyal fans 
too. Are their t-shirts too big?

A little Yucky Ducky fan 
at the Cruise-In

Maddi is showing off our new tent and the 
Poop Fairy wrap on our county vehicle.

Yucky Ducky themed tree

Caught in the Act!

www.YuckyDucky.com

Yucky Ducky Kids Club



Up
co

m
in

g 
Ev

en
ts

GREENVILLE COUNTY SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
301 University Ridge, Suite 4800
Greenville, SC 29601

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Save the date for these District events that will be happening over the next several months! Stay 
tuned for more information!

Southern Home and Garden Show     March 6-8
Rain Barrel Workshop       March 20
iMAGINE UPSTATE Festival       April 4
Earth Day         April 22
Reedy River Duck Derby       May 2
GCSWCD Spring Gala Luau       May 14

  

Upcoming Events


