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I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

2014 General Election 
This year the Hampton Soil & Water Conserva on District will have two District Commis-
sioner posi ons on the ballot in the November elec on.  The conserva on district is man-
aged by a five member board.  Conserva on District Commissioners are non-salaried offi-
cials that serve 4-year terms and volunteer countless hours promo ng soil and water con-

serva on prac ces in urban and rural areas.  They plan and direct conserva on programs, assign priori es to 
resource development and gather informa on on natural resource issues.  Through a partnership with the 
Natural Resources Conserva on Service and SC Department of Natural Resources, technical, administra ve 
and financial assistance is provided through the conserva on districts. 

New Soil Conservation Technician in Hampton 
 The Hampton Soil and Water Conservation 
District is pleased to welcome Catherine Magee to 
Hampton County as the new USDA NRCS Soil Con-
servation Technician for Hampton and Allendale 
Counties.  Catherine joined the NRCS and District 
staff in November 2013 and is adjusting well to the 
low country.   
 Catherine was born and raised in one of 
New England’s oldest north shore communities; 
Ipswich, Massachusetts.  Her love of nature and 
the outdoors lead her to receive an Animal Science 
and Environmental Science duel degree from the 
University of Maryland in 2010.  Upon graduation, Catherine returned to Mas-
sachusetts where she worked as a Forester with the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts in a cooperative extension program with USDA APHIS for three and a 

half years.  While working as a Forester, Catherine studied to become an International Society of Arboriculture 
and a Massachusetts Certified Arborist, which she attained in 2011.  Fleeing from the northern winters, Cathe-
rine joined us in the south to begin her career with NRCS in Hampton County.  Catherine loves the southern 
weather in which she can pursue her outdoor pastimes of walking the Spanish Moss Trail located in Beaufort 
County, going to the beach, kayaking, gardening, and horseback riding all year long.  Catherine is also pursu-
ing her Master’s in Business Administration with the University of Massachusetts Amherst, and will be com-
pleted with her graduate degree December 2014.   
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2014 Conservation Contest Winners 
 The 2014 Conserva on Contest took on an 
updated format this year as posters were individ-
ual entries instead of the work of an en re class 
and there was no essay component with the con-
test.  Poster entries followed the topic of “Dig 
Deeper-Mysteries in the Soil”.  Soil is an amazing 
substance and is made of minerals, air, water, 
and organic ma er.  Soil is host to a vast commu-
nity of living organisms including bacteria, fungi, 
nematodes, earthworms, insects and spiders.  

The complex soil ecosystem is essen al to life!  Students were invited to ‘dig deeper’ into the sub-
ject of soils to discover what mysteries may lurk beneath the soil’s surface then share their 
knowledge in the form of a poster.   
     The Conserva on District was overwhelmed with the number of poster entries submi ed this 
year.  Contest winners in each category were awarded a $25 gi  card for 1st place and $15 gi  card 
for 2nd place.  The teacher with the most posters submi ed received a $25 gi  card per category.  
All 1st place poster winners will advance to the state compe on.  State winners will advance to the 
na onal compe on which will be judged in February 2015. 

Pictured left: 
1st place  winner Jordan Nelson, 
Varnville Elementary School 

Pictured right: 
2nd place winner (tie) Taylor Hutchinson, 
Brunson Elementary School; Tamra Bishop, 
teacher with the most posters submitted; 
and 2nd place winner (tie) Carolina Wal-
lace, Brunson Elementary School  



Pictured left: 
1st place winner Holly Mikell, 
Patrick Henry Academy 

Pictured right: 
2nd place winner Brodrick Taylor, 
Varnville Elementary School and 
Kristy Sauls, teacher with the 
most posters submitted. 

Pictured left: 
1st place winner Katelyn 
Rose, Estill Elementary 
School 

Pictured right: 
2nd place winner Olivia Mikell, 
Patrick Henry Academy 

Not pictured is the teacher with the 
most posters submitted, Deborah 

Burch, Hampton Elementary School 
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2012-2013 Aff i l iate Members 

Steward of the Soil 
Anderson & Brown, LLC 
Blanchard Equipment Co., Inc. 
Ci zens Choice Agency 
Dr. Tire, Inc. 
Drawdy, Mr. & Mrs. Charlie Sr. 
Ferguson Forest Products 
Green Acres Turf Farm, LLC 
Hampton County Farm Bureau 
J.R. Wilson Construc on Co., Inc. 
Mills, Dr. Francis A. 
Nimmer Turf & Tree 
Palme o Electric Coopera ve, Inc. 
Palme o State Bank 
Senator Brad Hu o 
The Lowcountry Ins tute 

Sustaining 
American Forest Management 
Ba en, Wise H. Sr. 
Goe ee Farm-Aubrey Sr. & Aubrey Jr. 
Hampton Animal Hospital 
Laffi e, Norris & Mary 
Maner, Lawton - Land Surveyor 
Maner, Wyman—Land Surveyor 
Peters, Murdaugh, Parker, Eltzroth & Detrick 
 

Affiliate 
AgSouth Farm Credit 
Benton & Rhodes, Inc. 
Bo Peep Planta on 
Breland Well Drilling 
Bug Busters, Inc. 
Bullard Farms 
Bush Family Farm, LLC 
Chitwood, Charles—State Farm 
Cummings Oil Co., Inc. 
Cypress Bay Planta on 
Hanna & Hanna, Inc. 
Henderson, Danny 
Morrison Forestry & Real Estate, Inc. 
Rhodes, John Tillman 
Sauls, Dr. W.J. 
Sco  Woodlands, LLC 
Tison Motor Company 

~ THANK YOU ~  
Your  support  made our   

programs poss ib le! !  

     The Hampton Soil & Water Conservation District would like to thank our Affiliate 
Members who are vital to the educational programs that are offered throughout the 
county.   All contributions received through Affiliate Memberships are used to support 
conservation education programs to any school or group at no cost.  The Hampton Con-
servation District is committed to educating the students and landowners about the 
abundance of natural resources that we have available in Hampton County.   
 Our conservation friends are important to us, and your donation will help contin-
ue the work that we do.  We thank those who have generously donated in the past and 
encourage others to become involved.   
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Wild & Well Day 
 The Wild & Well Day partnership con nues to realize 
the posi ve impact that is made on the 4th graders who 
a end this ac on packed day at Lake Warren State Park.  This 
special day brings about an awareness and knowledge of the 
environment and wildlife as well as encouraging healthy life 
style choices.  Over 160 students, teachers, chaperones and 
program presenters a ended the event on May 30, 2014. 

 Throughout the day, students rotated among learning 
sta ons that focused on rep les, dairy facts, wildlife, point 
and non-point source pollu on, habitats and healthy choices.  
“It’s quite a chore to organize this event with several schools 
par cipa ng and many program presenters, but well worth it 
when I hear everyone say how much fun they’ve had and 
how much they learned” stated Paula Rhodes, Hampton Con-
serva on District Educa on Coordinator. 

  Wild Hog Management Workshop 
   Mark your calendar for an upcoming Wild Hog Workshop that is scheduled 
for December 11, 2014 to be held at the Blue Heron Learning Center in Ridge-
land.  Join experts Noel Myers, USDA APHIS and Greg Yarrow, Clemson Exten-
sion Service Natural Resources Agent to learn about the biology, 
laws/regula ons, and management op ons for feral hogs.  A registra on fee 
will be required and lunch will be provided.  Space is limited so register early!  
Contact the Hampton Conserva on District office if you would like more informa on or to receive a 
registra on form.  This workshop is being sponsored by Allendale, Beaufort, Hampton and Jasper 
Soil & Water Conserva on Districts, in coopera on with USDA-NRCS. 

Debby Way of the Beaufort Conservation District, 
presented a hands-on session on reptiles.  Shown is 
‘Checkers’ a 17 year old corn snake who has made 

numerous appearances at Wild & Well Day! 

April Atkinson of SC DNR Webb Wildlife Center, discussed 
habitats and various wildlife found in Hampton County.  Stu-
dents are also able to see and touch several animal skulls 

and skins.  

Dairy facts are taught by Clemson Extension 4-H Agent, 
Leigh Walker and then students participated in a game of 

Dairy Jeopardy. 
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 Keep Hampton County Beau ful (KHCB) had  a 
successful and hec c year!  Numerous educa onal 
programs were held and events a ended where infor-
ma onal and educa onal materials were distributed.  
Thanks to a grant received from Palme o Pride and 
Keep SC Beau ful we were able to purchase educa-

onal and fun items to give out at Family Fun Day dur-
ing the Watermelon Fes val and at several school pro-
grams.  We also par cipated in “Read Across America 

Day” and celebrated Dr. Seuss’ birthday with students at Varnville Elementary and read a book 
about li er preven on and keeping our communi es and neighborhoods clean and li er-free.  The 
Li er Trashes Everyone puppet show was held again at Ben Hazel and 
Brunson Elementary Schools with hundreds of students learning to put 
li er in the proper place and to take pride in their communi es.  Below 
are just a few of the addi onal programs that KHCB hosted this past year.   
 America Recycles Day (ARD) — ARD is celebrated on November 15 
every year since 1997 and is dedicated to promo ng and celebra ng recy-
cling in the U.S.  In Hampton County several events were held throughout 
the month of November, including a display that was created and placed 
in the Hampton County Library in honor of this special occasion.  The dis-
play emphasized items that can be recycled and gave examples of what 
the items could be remanufactured to.  Recycling educa on programs 
were conducted at Patrick Henry Academy, Es ll Elementary and Fennell 
Elementary Schools for 2nd graders.  During the program, students learn 
to iden fy various items that we use everyday as recyclable, reusable, or 
repairable before it needs to be put in the trash and later sent to the land-
fill.  They are informed about the chasing arrows that you may find on 
items, especially plas c, and what the arrows mean.  This hands-on pro-
gram proves beneficial as the students learn quickly that they recycle more than they thought! 

  Great  American  Cleanup  (GAC)—The GAC is the 
country’s largest community improvement program that 
kicks off every spring from March through May.  Some ac-

vi es that may take place during the GAC are removal of 
li er from roadways and waterways; plant trees, flowers 
and gardens; clean and restore nature trails, recrea on ar-
eas and playgrounds, just to name a few.  This past spring, 
two separate li er cleanups occurred in Hampton County 
with 32 volunteers picking up 23 bags of li er from road-
ways.  KHCB provided vests, gloves and trash bags for all of 
the volunteers. 

This young student is looking for 
the ‘chasing arrows’ on this 

plastic item before making her 
decision if it can be recycled, 

reused,  repaired or needs to be 
thrown in the trash. 

Members of the WHHS 4-H Club removed litter from 
the roadways and spillway area at Lake Warren State 

Park. 
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 The Farm City Commi ee has been working 
diligently for many years to provide fun educa on-
al programs and ac vi es to promote agriculture, 
and to inform the public of the meaning behind 
Farm City.  The founda on of Farm City was based 
on enhancing the understanding of what urban and 
rural communi es supply to each other.   
 Farm City Fun Day—This is the longest run-
ning Farm City ac vity in the county.  This old fash-
ioned event offered many opportuni es for those 
who a ended.  All of the favorite events were held 
such as  corn shelling, an que tractor display, mak-
ing fresh apple cider,  visit the pe ng zoo, washing 
clothes using a wash board or listening to blue-
grass/gospel music.  Partakers could visit the ‘fruit stand’ and pick out fresh fruit, string cheese, 
fruit & cereal bar and bo led water; visit the 4-H Poultry Club and feed various chickens or test 
their climbing skills on the Na onal Guard Rock Wall. 

 Coloring‐Photo‐Cra   Contests—The coloring, 
photo and cra  contests were held last fall and win-
ners were announced during the annual Farm City 
Fun Day.  The coloring contest picture was published 
in the Hampton  County  Guardian  and copies were 
also distributed to various loca ons throughout the 
county.  Photo contest par cipants could submit no 
more than two photos and photo sugges ons includ-
ed farmers working in the fields, Farmer’s Market,  
farm equipment or produce/agricultural products 
being delivered.  An adult cra  contest was added to 
the contest feature last year.  Categories included 
Homemade pies, cakes or bread; Homemade jellies, 
jams or pickled items; or handmade cra s.  All cra  
entries were donated to the Farm Bureau Country 

Store which benefits Ag in the Classroom (AITC).   
 The Hampton County Farm City Commi ee hosts events throughout the year to remind 
everyone how important our farm and city neighbors are to each other.  The Hampton County 
Farm City Commi ee consists of staff members from Clemson Extension 4-H, Farm Bureau 
Women’s Commi ee, Hampton Soil & Water Conserva on District, USDA-Farm Service Agency, 
along with many other volunteers. 

Farm City Activities 

Farm City Fun Day participants enjoyed our ‘Fruit Stand”! 

All attendees enjoyed the live music provided by 
 Graham’s Turnout. 
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1,390 ft. of Pipeline was installed along with a Pumping Facility in order to transport water efficiently to crops.  This practice assists partici-
pants that are converting from a less efficient irrigation method (sprinkler or overhead) to drip irrigation system.  The result is a tremendous 
water savings benefit. 
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NRCS Conservat i on Efforts in Hampton County 
 The Natural Resources Conserva on Service (NRCS) provides technical and financial assistance 
to landowners in Hampton County.  NRCS provides conserva on assistance through the Hampton 
Conserva on District.  NRCS develops conserva on plans and engineering designs on a variety of 
conserva on prac ces that protect the natural resources in the county. 
 This past fiscal year NRCS received 67 applica ons for possible cost share assistance.  NRCS  
received obliga ons for 13 new contracts which will bring over $217,000 to landowners in the coun-
ty.  The prac ces that are to be installed will put conserva on on the ground and will have major en-
vironmental benefits.  The prac ces below were installed this past year to keep the county’s water 
clean, preserve and sustain healthy soil and restore wildlife habitat. 

 

Summary of Conserva on Prac ces Applied  
2013‐2014 

 

√ 326.8 acres of Chemical Site Prepara on was 
completed to eliminate vegeta ve compe on 
for the 542.2 acres of Longleaf Seedlings that 
were planted. 

 
√ 341.8 acres of Cover Crop was u lized to control 

erosion and to improve soil and water quality. 
 
√ 220.3 acres of Conserva on Crop Rota on was 

applied to help control weeds, insects, diseases 
and improve soil condi on. 

 
√ 46.5 acres of Na ve Warm Season Grasses were 

established to improve wildlife and pollinator hab-
itat.   

 
√ 141 acres of herbicides were applied as part of  

Forest Stand Improvement to eliminate undesira-
ble vegeta on and allow for the emergence of a 
diverse ground cover of grasses within the pine 
stand.   

 
√ The Conserva on Stewardship Program (CSP) en-

hanced 7,603.7 acres of cropland with various 
prac ces such as cover crop, crop rota on, recy-
cling farm lubricants and split applica on of nitro-
gen.  1,621 acres of forestland was enhanced with 
prescribed burning, nest boxes and upland wildlife 
habitat management. 

64,904 ft. of Firebreaks were completed in preparation of 
444.1 acres of Prescribed Burning that was accom-
plished for wildlife habitat enhancement and to reduce 
wildfire hazards. 

2 New Center Pivot Irrigation Systems were installed to 
replace two older, less efficient systems.  These more 
efficient systems will reduce the amount of groundwater 
used for irrigation on cropland. 



Farm Bureau Building 
1002 Elm Street East, Suite B 
Hampton, SC 29924 
 

Phone:  803-943-2586, ext. 3 
Toll Free Fax:  855-589-8999 
Email:  paula.rhodes@sc.nacdnet.net 

Hampton Soil & Water  
Conservation District 

Mee ngs of the Board of Commissioners are regularly scheduled on the sec-
ond Monday of the month beginning at 7:00 p.m. at Coconut’s in Hampton.  
All mee ngs are open to the public. 

All  programs  and  services  of  the  Conserva on District, USDA‐Natural  Resources 
Conserva on Service, and DNR‐Land, Water and Conserva on Division are offered 
on a nondiscriminatory basis without regard to race, color, na onal origin, religion, 
sex, age, marital status, or handicap. 

Affiliate Membership Application 
 

Yes, I want to become a sponsor of the  
Hampton Soil & Water Conservation District! 

 
(  )  Steward of the Soil …… $100+ 

 
(  )  Sustaining Member …….. $50      

 
(  )  Affiliate Member ………..  $25 

 
How do you want your membership listed?   

 
  Name  
 
  Company Name  
 
  Address  
 
  City, State and Zip  
 
  Mail form and check to:   Hampton Soil & Water Conserva on District 
      1002 Elm Street East, Suite B 
      Hampton, SC 29924 


