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Personnel Assisting the District 
Conservation District Employees 

Glenda B. Lewis, District Manager 

Diane D. Curlee, Education Coordinator 

SC Department of Natural Resources (SC DNR) 

Jonathan Williams, Program Coordinator 

USDA-NRCS (Natural Resources Conservation Service) 

Wilfred Pace, Supervisory District Conservationist ,Edisto Watershed  

Emily Bonilla, District Conservationist 

Darryl V. Johnson, Soil Conservation Technician 

All federal, state, and  
local  

programs and services  
provided through the  

Orangeburg   
Conservation  

District 
& USDA-NRCS 
are offered on a  

nondiscriminatory  
basis.  

Without regard to 
race, color,  

national origin,  
gender,  

religion, age,  
disability,  

political beliefs,  
sexual orientation and  

marital or family status. 

Commissioners 

APPOINTED: 

B. Louise Hughes 

George Ulmer 

ELECTED: 

Ewart Irick 

Matthew Summers 

Brian Henson 

EMERITUS: 

Larry  Patrick 

Clyde B. Livingston 

Judge James C. Williams 

Fred K. Norris, Jr. 

Seize the Opportunity 
Louise Hughes, Chairwoman 

Recently, at a convenience store, I waited behind two young army recruits as they 
paid for some meager snacks, walked out the door and boarded a bus.  

Why did I not pay for their snacks and say thank you for their service? I don’t know. 
But, I am resolved to not miss small opportunities to say thank you in the future. 

Each of us, every day, have opportunities to show gratitude for the lives we have. 
Showing gratitude is more than saying thank you. 

Keeping our world clean—such as pick-
ing up litter, disposing of trash properly, 
recycling when possible, keeping our 
cars in good repair are all an opportu-
nity to show we’re grateful for what we 
have. 

By teaching ourselves and our children 
to economize and care for the world 
around us, we can make a difference. 

Join the Orangeburg County Soil and 
Water Commissioners and staff in seiz-
ing each opportunity no matter how 
small—to learn, to teach, to share, to 
care—in order that we can make a better 
world. 

 

OSWCD Commissioners Pictured above: Mat-
thew Summers, Ewart Irick, Louise Hughes and 
Brian Henson. Absent from picture: George 
Ulmer. 
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Odessa Armstrong , our for-
mer District Conservationist, 
has been promoted to the 
Florida State NRCS Office in 
Gainsville, Florida.  
In September Emily Bonilla 
was promoted from Soil Con-
servationist  in Bismarck,  
North Dakota where she was 
stationed for 6 years to the 
position of District Conserva-
tionist here in Orangeburg 
County. She is originally from 
Puerto Rico and has a bache-
lors degree in Agriculture 
Science with a major in Me-

chanical Technology from the 
University of Puerto Rico, 
Mayagüez. She has a diverse 
background that includes: 
Holistic approach to Conser-
vation Planning, experience 
with different irrigation sys-
tems, prescribed grazing, No-
Till cropping systems, cover 
crops, horticulture, compost-
ing and organic farming.  
During the months of transi-
tion the DC position was cov-
ered by Wilfred Pace, Edisto 
Watershed Supervisory Dis-
trict Conservationist, Jeff 

Lucas, District Conservation-
ist from Dorchester County, 
Steve Edwards from Collen-
ton County and Karen Brady, 
Resource Conservationist 
from Aiken County. Jason 
Mas, Soil Conservationist 
from Bamberg County and 
Ellis Morrow, ACES Program 
have also helped with the 
office and field work. We 
appreciate their dedication 
and hard work to get things 
done during this hard time. 
In the transition, Darryl John-
son has been the mainstay. 
He is invaluable due to his 
knowledge of the farmers 
and the farms in Orangeburg 
County.  

Emily Bonilla Gonzalez  

District Conservationist 

Orangeburg County 

End of the year review for the Natural Resources Conservation Service 

A good year for conservation! 

Even with the many changes in staff in the Orangeburg County Natural Resources Conservation Services 
(NRCS), 2011 was a great year for conservation. Here are some of the highlights: 

19 Obligated contracts in conservation programs with total economic incentives of $435,505.66 

 8 contracts with 1247 acres in the Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) includ-
ing the special initiatives: Beginning Farmer, Organic, Organic Transition, Socially Disad-
vantage and Specialty Crops. 

 9 contracts with 637 acres in the Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program (WHIP) including the 
special initiative: Long Leaf Pine and Beginning Farmer. 

 2 contracts with 610 acres in the Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) 

We had a total 2,500 acres that received a conservation plan to address a multitude of resource con-
cerns in the county including: Water Quality, Soil Erosion, Soil Compaction, Domestic Animal Inadequate 
Stock Water, Wildlife Inadequate Cover and Shelter, Noxious and Invasive Plants, Plant Condition, and 
Inefficient Water Use on Irrigated land among others. We hope that 2012 will be as productive as 2011. 

Changes in USDA-NRCS Leadership 2011– Orangeburg District Field Office 



USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) website at www.sc.nrcs.usda.gov  
has consolidated 12 separate websites into one. Content is organized by subject such as Soil, 
Water or Air and information is accessed by simply clicking on a topic.  The public can now 
receive news releases through email and provide feedback.  South Carolina is featured on the 
national NRCS website on the Soils page where you will find the new video documentary 
called Soil Stories. The documentary was created by University of South Carolina’s Earth 
Sciences and Re-
sources Institute. 
This engaging video 
is about an individ-
ual’s relationship 
with the soil. You 
can “see” beneath 
the surface of the 
soil to better under-
stand how diverse 
yet ordered our soil 
bodies are and how 
much work has been 
done in soil survey. 
Enjoy Soil Stories 
by visiting http://
v i m e o . c o m /
nrcsesrscconnect/
channels .  
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SC Envirothon 2011-12 

The Orangeburg Conservation District sponsored the Edisto FFA team in the SC En-
virothon competition in 2011. Glenda Lewis, the treasurer for the SCACD Founda-
tion and Diane Curlee, the registrar for the Envirothon teams are employees of the 
Orangeburg Conservation District.  

The SC Envirothon Team 2011 from Spartanburg High made SC and the nation 
proud at the Canon Envirothon. The team tied for first place in SOILs and third 
overall. The competition was held in New Brunswick, Canada. Two Canadian teams 
placed ahead of the South Carolina team. This year the competition will be held in 
Pennsylvania. There are scholarships for the top three placing teams in the state 
contest plus travel expenses for the winning team. Remember, you cannot win if 
you don’t enter.  

The Orangeburg Conservation District is looking for schools from Orangeburg 
County to participate in the 2013 competition. Teachers, if you thinking about 
coaching a team, contact the Orangeburg Conservation District office. 
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Arbor Day 2011 Essay Contest for the 5th Graders  
The Orangeburg County Conservation District sponsored an Arbor Day Essay 
Contest for the 5th Graders in Orangeburg County. The winners were: 

Consolidated School District Three, St. James-Gaillard Elementary School 

 Teacher: Frances Clayton ($100 for her class) 

 Student: Julissa Rhodes ($50 Wal-mart Gift Card) 

Consolidated School District Five, Whittaker Elementary School 

 Teacher: Audrey Patterson ($100 for her class) 

 Student: Malaya Haigler ($50 Wal-mart Gift Card) 

The Orangeburg Conservation 
District in partnership with Bam-
berg, Richland, and Calhoun dis-
tricts sponsored a feral hog & 
beaver workshop.  This work-
shop educated over sixty partici-
pants affected by these two spe-
cies. The workshop was held at 
Tri – County Electric, St. Mat-
thews. There were speakers from 
across the state, trapping demon-
strations and lunch was catered by 
Lone Star BBQ. If you need in-
formation on either of these spe-
cies, contact the Orangeburg Con-
servation District.  

The Orangeburg Conservation District 
is registered with SC Center for Child 
Care Career Development to hold 
trainings for Head Start Instructors in 
Orangeburg County. The curriculum is 
geared for Ages 3 through 7. Daycares, 
Head Start and Pre-K through 2nd 
Grade may use the lessons. The cur-
riculum is designed to be used as a 
structured day. It has activities, snacks, 
out-door activities, stories, arts and 
crafts, and songs that go with the 27 
days of materials. There are copy 
pages and take home activities that go 
with the lessons. If you are interested 
in learning more about this curriculum 
that connects math, science, language 
arts, crafts, etc. contact: Diane Curlee 
a t  5 3 4 - 2 4 0 9 x 1 1 8  o r 
Diane.Curlee@sc.nacdnet.net.  

Rain Barrel Workshop 
The Orangeburg Conservation Dis-
trict sponsored a rain barrel workshop 
in May 2011. Fifteen (15) partici-
pants completed rain barrels. These 
barrels help to control storm water 
runoff and supply water for gardens 
and flowers. Mosquito Dunks kill 
mosquito larvae.  
 

Another workshop is planned for 
May 10, 2012  from 4-5PM.  

To reserve a spot, call the district office at 534-2409x3. 

The Leopold Education Project 
(LEP) Workshop was held at Albe-
marle Corp., Orangeburg Plant on 
April 6, 2011. It was attended by 6 
Conservation District employees 
and 3 partners from across the Pal-
metto State. The group studied 
topics ranging from how to use 
cross sections of trees as time lines 
to the water cycle, and other natu-
ral science topics. 
They used the outdoor classroom 
facility at Albemarle to enhance 
their classroom studies. Diane Cur-
lee and Nancy Thompson were the 
facilitators for the class. The mate-
rials for the workshop were partly 
covered by grants from the Low-
country RC& D Youth Environ-
mental Education Grant Program 
and SC LEP. The Orangeburg 
Conservation District and Albe-
marle Corp. helped with meals, 
snacks and facilities.  

Left to Right: 

Roseann 
Bishop, 
 Barbara  
Oconnell,  

Morgan Judy, 
Carolyn Partin 
and Tina Blum. 

Lowcountry RC&D Grant  
helped fund  

The Leopold Education  

Project Workshop  

April 6, 2011 

 

Left to Right: Pam Floyd, Yvonne  
Plemmons,  

Debbie Way, Shelby Berry, and 
Nancy Thompson. 

SMALL Acts Make BIG Impacts! The Butterfly Effect! 

Orangeburg County  
Conservation District 

Feral Hog & Beaver  
  Workshop Held 



2011 AFFILIATE MEMBERS     

The DeLorme 
Agency 

CEH-Precision 
Crops 

Dantzler Farms 
Jameson Farms 

R. Barry Hutto Farm 
Limestone Pigeon 

Farm 
Triple A Farms 

Weathers Farms, Inc. 

 
April  

Great American Cleanup  
Continues 

22 Earth Day 
24 OSWCD Board  
Meeting 5:00PM 

27 National Arbor Day 
Soil Stewardship Week 

April 29—May 6 
 

May 

1—25 Library Display 
Theme: Soil to Spoon  

4 SC Envirothon  
5 Rose Festival 
10 Rain Barrel  

Workshop 
22 OSWCD Board  

Meeting 5:00PM 
31 Great American  

Cleanup Ends 
 

 

June 
10-12 EEASC Conf. 

Pleasant Ridge,  
Marrieta, SC 

20 Take Action  
Workshop 

26 OSWCD Board  

Meeting 5:00PM 
 

July 

NO Board Meeting 
 

August 

28 OSWCD Board  
Meeting 5:00 PM 

 

September 

15 Safe Kids Super  
Saturday 

20-21 SCCDEA Conf.  
Aiken 

25 OSWCD Board  

Meeting 5:00PM 

 

January 
24 & 25 Litter Survey 

24 OSWCD Board  
Meeting 5:00PM 

 
February 

4 SC Envirothon 
Coaches Training  

27 Soil & Water Society  
Meeting 

28-29 SC Association of 
Conservation  
Districts Conf.  

Columbia Marriot  
28 Legislative  

Banquet  
 

March 
1 Great American 
Cleanup Begins 

8 OSWCD FISH FRY 
27 OSWCD Board  

Meeting 5:00PM 
 

 
October 

13 Beach Sweep/River 
Sweep 

23 OSWCD Board  
Meeting 5:00PM 

 

November 
6-7 SECDE Meeting 

Pigeon Forge, TN 
15 America Recycles 

Day 
27 OSWCD Board  
Meeting 5:00PM 

 

December 
2 SC Arbor Day 

NO Board Meeting 

 

 

*Keep Orangeburg  
Beautiful Meets  

Immediately following 
the OSWCD Board  

Meeting each month. 

Bull Swamp 
Plantation 

Council Woman  
Janie Cooper 

Harvey & Martha  
Garrick 

Louise and Mason 
Hughes 

Jim Mullis 
T. F. Riley, III 

Henry B. Salley, Jr. 

#1 HORNE 
 FOUNDATION 
#2  SUN SHINE  
RECYCLING 

Aiken Electric Coop. 
Edisto Electric Coop. 
Tri-County Electric 

Coop. 
Orangeburg  

Distributors, Inc. 

Page 5 

Orangeburg County Conservation District 

  and Keep Orangeburg Beautiful 

Tommy Stillinger 
James & Sylvia  

Williams 
James C.  

Williams, Jr. 
Orangeburg  

Consolidated School 
District #3 

Orangeburg  
Consolidated School 

District #5 

2012 Calendar   

SMALL Acts Make BIG Impacts! SMALL Acts Make BIG Impacts! The Butterfly Effect! 



each segment (1 mile) will begin 
and makes sure the counters 
know when to stop. The count-
ers (usually three) have window 
seats. Their job is to count to 
themselves how much litter they 
see. They do NOT communicate 
with each other. They write 
down their survey number.  
The amount of trash seen is 
quantified by numbers 1-4. One 
being the least to 4 being the 
worst.  
In 2011, the survey was carried 
out in April. The grass had be-
gun to grow and this made the 

job very difficult. This year the 
survey will be conducted two 
days in January.  
There are two circuits used to 
cover the county. Each is about 
100 miles in length. It takes 
about 3 hours to cover each 
circuit. Any more time and one 
begins to get tired. The numbers 
are totaled and averaged after 
the last circuit is completed by 
the director. The number is then 
reported to Keep America Beau-
tiful. The numbers are used for 
local, state and national tallies. 

you our pick’m up sticks.  
For those of you that would 
just like to pick up in your 
yard, you can participate too. 
Come by and we will be glad 
to give you the information 
you need to report to us and 
the supplies you need (while 
they last). Be sure to sign up 
with us first, your volunteer 
time does count!  
Be careful what you pick up. 
Some litter may be danger-
ous to your health. Plastic 
bottles with liquid and alumi-
num foil should be left un-
touched. Alert Litter Control 

(803-682-2726) of any suspi-
cious objects and bags of 
trash. Pick up glass in a plas-
tic bucket. Glass may break 
and cut through a  plastic gar-
bage bag. These are just a few 
of the safety concerns that 
one may deal with when pick-
ing up litter in ones yard or on 
the roadside. 

Ever thought about participat-
ing in the Great American Clean
-up and didn’t know who to con-
tact? Well, here is your chance.  
The Orangeburg Conservation 
District is looking for individuals 
or groups to clean-up neighbor-
hoods, stretches of road, 
schoolyards, etc. The 2012 
Litter Survey shows that areas 
outside towns and neighbor-
hoods really need attention. 
Call or come by the office to let 
us know what your plans are. 
We have a sheet of safety tips. 
We can furnish bags, vests, 
water, hand sanitizer and LEND 

    The Great American Clean-up      (March 1 – May  31, 2012) 

to being safe. All fluorescent bulbs 
have MERCURY vapor in them. 
Light switches that are quiet have 
MERCURY. Shoes that light up 
when you walk have a MERCURY 
switch . Your trunk  lid light has a 
MERCURY switch. 
But there is another side to these 
bulbs that safety and politics over-
look. Are there new power plants 
being built? How many new elec-

Come by our tent and get a free 
rose pen at the 2012 Rose Festi-
val. We will also have CFL bulbs. 
Yes, these bulbs are more expen-
sive. But, they last longer. They 
save on your electric bill. Yes, they 
contain MERCURY! Many things 
around the home do. We will hand 
out an information sheet with 
pointers about how to handle 
these bulbs. Education is the key 

tronic gadgets are there? What 
about Electric Cars? Where is 
the power going to come from 
for all these new users of elec-
tricity? We have to find ways to 
cut energy use! CFL’s use less 
energy and give off less heat.  
This helps save energy two ways: 
cutting energy use and heat 
production. 

Rose Festival—Keep Orangeburg County Beautiful Tent 

Join the 

Orangeburg  

Conservation 

District in the 

Great American 

Clean-up   

March—May 2012!  

Call 534-2409x3 

to volunteer! 

When we save energy 
we decrease the need 
for more power plants. 

What is a Litter Sur-
vey? There is actually a struc-
tured power point that explains 
in detail exactly how to carry out 
a Litter Survey. Why? So that all 
Litter Surveys, no matter where 
they are conducted across the 
United States, will be based on 
the  same criteria. Before a Lit-
ter Survey is actually conducted, 
the group goes over the power 
point that explains the job of 
each of the participants. The 
driver makes note of the mile-
age and drives at 30 miles per 
hour. The director notes when 

Keep Orangeburg County Beautiful  
Litter Survey 2011 and 2012 

Page 6 

2011 Litter Survey 
Group: 

 Left to Right -  

Veronica Little, Scorer; 
Lisa Joye, Scorer;  

 Diane Curlee, Director; 
Jim Bishop, Driver; and 
Cindy Felder, Scorer. 
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The  
Great American 

 Clean-up 



Glenda Lewis, Executive Director 
Keep Orangeburg Beautiful 

10 Library Carts to contain Envi-
ronmental Education themed 
materials have been purchased 
thanks to our 2011 Affiliate 
Members.  
As we are able to complete the 
carts, they will be placed in the 
22 primary and elementary 
schools in the county.  With the 
help of grants and sponsors, we 
have begun purchasing books, 
acquiring posters, making kits 
for Paper making and Soils Les-
sons. Activities like Earthopoly 

are included. Some Poster titles 
are: Pollinators, the Life Cycle 
of—CD’s and DVD’s, Cell Phones 
and Soccer Balls. 
One main component of these 
carts will be a CD that will list 
materials by grade level and by 
standards so that teachers will 
be able to glance at their Grade 
Level and know what materials 
are available for their use. Some 
will be lesson ready—all that will 
be needed is for the teacher to 
glance over the materials to 

present it to the class. Others 
will be materials for bulletin 
boards or  for center activities. 
Some of the books, especially 
those that are from Dawn Publi-
cations, have on-line activities 
that correspond with the books.  
Dawn Publications and Swift 
Books (Prince of Orange Mall) 
have given us 20% discounts on 
the orders we have made. 

We have also acquired materials 
from government sources: EPA, 
USDA, SC DHEC, etc. 

Environmental Education Library Carts— 
Thanks to our   

2011 Affiliate Members (see page 5) and sponsors  

give out at the Rose Festival 
(bracelets with a recycling 
message; “rose” pens; pen-
cils; bumper stickers; book 
marks; and door prizes). 
Everyone likes to get “stuff” 
and with this we are able to 
get our message to the peo-
ple. We sponsored a Rain 
Barrel clinic for 15 inter-
ested adults in the County. 
We also used some of the 

Keep Orangeburg County 
Beautiful was very fortunate 
in 2011. Through Palmetto 
Pride and South Carolina 
KAB we were able to se-
cure a grant for over 
$7,000.00. The money from 
this grant enabled us to com-
plete several projects we had 
proposed for the county. 
Some of the things we used 
this money for were: Items to 

funds to travel to the SC 
KAB training conference. 
Without these funds, we 
would not have been able to 
complete one half of these 
projects. The goal is to keep 
making small steps to get the 
message of “LITTER 
TRASHES EVERYONE” to 
everyone we can.  
 

Look for more good 
things in 2012. 

2011 KEEP ORANGEBURG 
 COUNTY BEAUTIFUL GRANT REPORT 

But you cannot recycle these at 
the store: 

Food or cling wrap, prepack-
aged food bags - like frozen 
food bags or prewashed salad 
bags, and wraps with a lot of 
glue. 

NOTE 

ZIPLOC Bags—cutoff the  

Ziploc part and toss,  

RECYCLE the rest.                                                                                            

REMEMBER! 

Most plastic is made from 
 petroleum.  

It is a Non-renewable resource. 
Don’t landfill it, recycle it! 

Wherever plastic bags are 

recycled, you can also  

Recycle Clean: 

Newspaper Bags    Bread Bags 

           Dry Cleaning Bags      

Veggie Bags   Electronic Wraps 

Toilet Paper Wraps     Tyvek 

Napkin Wraps          Ice Bags 

        Paper Towel Wraps   

           Furniture Wrap  

        Plastic Retail Bags    

Grocery Bags    Diaper Wrap 

Food Storage Bags 

Cereal Box Liners     

Plastic Shipping Case Wrap 

Envelopes  

Bags Labeled #2 or #4 
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Lowcountry RC&D 

Grant 2011-12 funds 
were used to purchase  

10 Earthopoly  Games 

10 Papermaking Kits 

Theses include materials 
for 5 groups of students: 
Aluminum baking pans 

Screens 
Cookie cutters 

 (to shape the paper) 
 

10 Soils Kits 

For the Environmental 
Education Library Carts 

Can we really afford 

NOT to recycle? 

When we recycle, we 

conserve resources 

and energy.  

When we recycle,  we 

save landfill space.  
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Sample Book Titles: 

In A Nutshell 

Under One Rock:... 

A Golden Guide to—Birds, 
Mammals, Reptiles, etc. 

EARTH HOUR 

Turn OFF the Lights 
Saturday, March 31 

For ONE HOUR 
 

Make an impact every day  
Turn off electronics when 

NOT in use. 
 

Watch out for GHOST 
Energy users- 

The clock on the microwave 
(do you really need it?) 

The TV or computer power 
switch  - if its on it is using 

POWER! 
Use power strips for your 

computer, printer, speakers 
and monitor. Turn off the 

strip when NOT in use. 



This is a $1000.00 schol-
arship (amount not to ex-
ceed tuition and books) 
will be presented at a time 
appropriate to the recipi-
ent.  The scholarship 
check will be written 
jointly to the recipient and 
the College/University the 
recipient plans to attend. 

Scholarship application 
may be downloaded from 

their website at: 
scswcs.org 

The scholarship will be 
presented in accord to the 
following criteria: 

Recipient must be a resi-
dent of South Carolina at 
time of application. 

BET You Didn’t Know - 
SC Energy Office list  
(updated Nov. 2010) 

Alternative Energy Production 
#629—Town of  

Woodford  
Community Center  
installed Nov. 2010  

A Solar Grid Tied  
Photovoltaic System) 

Produces  Electricity from a  
Solar Panel. 

#354 Carver-Edisto  
Middle School  

(Electricity) 
installed in Oct. 2008 

A 2kW Pole Mount 
Solar Panel.  

Recipient may not re-
ceive this scholarship for 
any two consecutive 
years. 

Scholarship will be for 
undergraduate studies. 

Scholarship is available 
for fields of conserva-
tion/natural resources. 

Scholarship is for part 
time or full time stu-
dents.  (Scholarship 
amount will not exceed 
cost of tuition and books. 

 

Deadline for  
application is 

March 15, 2012 

Bits and Pieces We are on the web @  
WWW.SC.DNR.GOV/

Conservation 

The Orangeburg 
Conservation District Board 
Meets on the Fourth Tuesday 

of each month at 5:00PM, 
except July and December. 

Our meetings are open to the 
public. 

 

Orangeburg Conservation District 

1550 Henley St., NE Room 103 

Orangeburg, SC 29115 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Phone: (803) 534-2409x3 

FAX:    (803) 536-5827 

Email: Diane.Curlee@sc.nacdnet.net 

            Glenda.Lewis@sc.nacdnet.net 
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The Butterfly Effect! 

SMALL Acts Make BIG Impacts! 


