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Commissioners of the Lancaster Soil 
and Water Conservation District meet 
on the first Monday of every month at 
7:00 p.m. Meetings are held at the dis-

trict office at 1771 Highway 521 Bypass 
South in Lancaster, SC.  

You are welcome to join us for these                               
meetings! 

Upcoming Events 

 On April 28, 2014, William Ardrey made a presenta-
tion to the Lancaster County Council about the National    
Association of Conservation 
Districts (NACD) Stewardship 
week. Nancy Fleming, 
Amanda Roberts and Ann 
Christie also attended the 
presentation. The 2014 
Stewardship Week theme 
was “Dig Deeper Mysteries in 
the Soil.” During this 
presentation Larry 
McCullough, Lancaster       
County Council Chairman, along with Bob Bundy, Lancaster 
County Council Vice Chairman, presented the Conservation                      
District with a Proclamation that April 27th through May 4th 
was Soil and Water       
Stewardship Week.  
 To help              
promote this year’s 
theme, the Lancaster 
Soil and Water Con-
servation District 
sponsored several 
contests for students 
who live in or attend 
school in Lancaster 
County. The District 
introduced a public 
speaking contest for 
high school students. There were two students who made 
their presentations during the 2014 Affiliate Members Recog-

nition and Awards Program.  
 In addition to the contests, the Conservation District 
staff went to various school classrooms in Lancaster County 
to do activities about soil. “We were able to work with over 
800 students with the “Soils” and the “Wonderful World Of 
Worms” presentations this school year. During the soil 
presentations, students learned how soil is made and they 
even had the opportunity to explore different types of soil. I 
love to give the students the hands-on experience to feel the 
different types of soil. A lot of the students have the chance 
to feel sand and clay but silt, on the other hand, is a new 
experience for them. Many students love the way silt feels 
because it is so soft,” said Amanda Roberts, District Manager 

for the Lancaster Soil and Water Conservation District. 

Continue on next page 

2014 Soil and water                                  

stewardship week 

1st place winner of 
a $60 gift card:                     

CJ Hylton,                      

Buford High School 

2nd place winner of 
a $50 gift card: 
Garrett James, 

Buford High School 

 



 

 

 
 

Office Location Is: 
1771 Hwy. 521 Bypass South 

Lancaster, SC 29720 
 

Mailing Address: 
PO Box 2274 

Lancaster, SC 29721  
 

Telephone: (803) 286-4455       
Ext. 101 

 
Fax: 1-855-589-9004  

 
Email:  

amanda.roberts@sc.nacdnet.net  
 

Website: 
www.lancasterswcd.com 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The mission of the                  

Lancaster Soil and Water                   
Conservation District is to                   

enhance awareness of natural 
resources by educating school 
children, citizens, and commu-
nity leaders about conserva-

tion and environmental                
issues. 

 
 
 
 

All programs and services of the Lancaster Soil 
and Water Conservation District are offered on 

a nondiscriminatory basis without regard to 
race, color, age, gender, national origin, reli-

gion, handicap or marital status. 

 

     The Affiliate Member Sponsorships and Awards Program 

was held on Thursday, May 22, 2014, at the Lancaster County                        

Historical Courthouse in                    

Lancaster, SC. There were 80 

attendees at the event. 

    Bill Ardrey, Chairman,                  

welcomed all business                      

representatives and other 

guests who attended.      

     The program included an 

overview of the Conservation 

District, listing of educational     

activities for last year and 

recognition of the Lancaster 

Conservation Farmer of the 

Year, Glenn Alexander Memo-

rial Scholarship recipient and 

Lancaster Conservation Educa-

tor of the Year. All affiliate 

members and newsletter spon-

sors who contributed to the Dis-

trict this year were recognized 

as well.  

     Thank you to everyone who 

attended this year’s program!  

2014 Affiliate Member Sponsorships and 

Awards Program  

 “Students are also amazed that it can 
take 500 to 1,000 years to make one inch of soil 
and that each state has a state soil,” said Rob-

erts. 
 Soil is a dirty topic, but everyone needs 
to learn more about it! Each community has a 
variety of soil types. Just like your family mem-
bers, each soil has a different personality and 
name. These differences in soil are very im-
portant when deciding what you would like to 
do with the land.   
 To know more about the soil in your area, you can visit the 
Web Soil survey website at http://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/
App/HomePage.htm. The Web Soil Survey (WSS) provides soil data 
and information produced by the National Cooperative Soil Survey. 
It is operated by the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) and provides access to the largest natural resource infor-
mation system in the world.  



 

 
2014 Glenn Alexander Memorial Scholarship Recipient 

2014 Conservation Educator Of The Year 

 Donna Wilder, Teacher at Erwin Elementary School, 

is the recipient of the Lancaster County’s 2014 Conserva-

tion Educator of the Year.  

 Each year, the Lancaster Soil and Water Conserva-

tion District recognizes a teacher in Lancaster County who 

is doing an outstanding job educating students about the 

importance of our natural resources.  

 Mrs. Wilder has been a school teacher for 20 years, 

with 13 of those years at Erwin Elementary School. During 

that time, she has successfully reorganized and revitalized 

the science program at the schools where she has taught.  

 Amanda Roberts, District Manager for the Lancas-

ter Soil and Water Conservation District said, “Mrs. Wilder 

was selected for her outstanding dedication to teaching her students about natural re-

sources and science related subjects. She has partnered with us and allows us to come into 

her classroom each school year to give additional hands-on experiences. She is always find-

ing new and creative ways to inspire her students about natural resources.”   

"I try to make learning fun for my students. My greatest pleasure is to see that light 

bulb come on, when a student understands a concept being taught, which is followed by a 

huge smile of confidence. To me that is what teaching is all about!,” said Donna Wilder. 

 

 Anna Scott, a Lancaster High School Senior, is the recipient of 
the 2014 Glenn Alexander Memorial Scholarship. 

 She was selected for her interest and participation in activities to 
promote conservation of our natural resources, her excellent academic 
achievements, and the knowledge of conservation she exhibited in her 
essay.  She plans to attend Clemson University in the fall of 2014, and 
will be participating in the Calhoun Honor College with Clemson. She is 
majoring in Plant and Environmental Sciences with a concentration in 
agronomy. 

 “We are happy to have Anna representing the Conservation Dis-
trict with the Glenn Alexander Memorial Scholarship. We honor Glenn 
Alexander for his practices of conservation on his own farm and his dedi-
cation to educating others through his service to the conservation district 
for 57 years,” said Bill Ardrey, Chairman of Lancaster Soil and Water 
Conservation District.   

The sponsors of this scholarship program include: the Lancaster Soil and Water Conservation 
District Board of Commissioners, businesses, organizations, and individual citizens who have desig-
nated funds for this program.  

The $500 Scholarship is presented to a high school Senior residing in Lancaster County who 
will be attending a college, university or technical college and majoring in an agricultural or environ-
mental related field such as: agricultural education, agricultural economics, agricultural engineering, 
agronomy, biology, forestry, horticulture, soils, or wildlife management. 

Pictured left to right: Anna 

Scott and Bill Ardrey Chair-

man of the Lancaster SWCD 

Pictured left to right: Donna                 

Wilder and Gary Moore Commis-

sioner of the Lancaster SWCD 



 

 

2014 Arbor Day Celebration Contest 
 The Lancaster Soil and Water Conservation District invites all 

Lancaster County Schools to participate in the Lancaster Soil and 

Water Conservation District Arbor Day Celebration. Grades K-12 

throughout Lancaster County are encouraged to enter. 

 Each year, the Lancaster Soil and Water Conservation District 

chooses a school in Lancaster County to participate in our Arbor 

Day Celebration. The Lancaster Soil and Water Conservation District 

will provide a tree, or trees, for the students to plant on the school grounds. The               

Arbor Day celebration will be held Friday, December 5, 2014.   

 We ask that a representative from the school write a short essay telling us why 

you want us to hold the Arbor Day Celebration at your school. The deadline to turn 

in the entries is September 30, 2014. You may mail it to PO Box 2274, Lancaster, 

SC 29721, or email it in a word file to amanda.roberts@sc.nacdnet.net.   

2014 Glenn Alexander Memorial Scholarship 

Are you a rising Senior in Lancaster County?  

If so, we hope you will apply for the 2015 Glenn Alexander                    

Memorial Scholarship. 

The scholarship is presented to a high school senior residing in 

Lancaster County who will be attending a fully accredited college, univer-

sity or technical college. The Conservation District will rank all applications with a points 

system. The Conservation District prefers that the recipient is majoring in an agricultural 

or environmental related field such as: agricultural education, agricultural economics, 

agricultural engineering, agronomy, biology, forestry, horticulture, soils, or wildlife man-

agement, but it is not a requirement. 

The deadline to apply is April 2, 2015 at 3:00pm. 

Those interested in applying for this scholarship must fill out an application, which 

can be found on the website at www.lancasterswcd.com (click the education program 

link), or you may call the office at 803-286-4455 extension 101 for a copy.  

 The Lancaster Soil and Water Conservation District established this scholarship 

in recognition of Glenn Alexander’s 57 years of service with the Conservation District 

and his dedication to our county. 



 

 

 

 

What Is A Conservation  

District?  

 

Conservation Districts are                  

subdivisions of state government 

that work to address natural             

resource concerns. The Lancaster 

Soil and Water Conservation 

District is committed to improv-

ing the quality of life for the        

citizens of Lancaster County.   

 

The Lancaster Soil and Water 

Conservation District consists of 

a board of five commissioners- 

three elected in the general              

election and two appointed by 

the South Carolina Department 

of Natural Resources. These 

commissioners volunteer their 

time, talents and services to help 

improve natural resource               

awareness. 

 

For over sixty years, the Lancas-

ter Soil and Water Conservation 

District has been here to serve 

YOU! Our conservation district is 

working for you and your              

community to promote wise use 

of our natural resources. 

 

The Lancaster Soil and Water 

Conservation District was            

originally organized as a part of 

the Catawba Soil and Water                 

Conservation District, which           

included Chester, Fairfield,             

Lancaster and York Counties. 

The Lancaster Soil and Water 

Conservation became a single 

district on July 7, 1950.  

 

 

 

The Youth Fishing Rodeo was held on May 10, 2014 at Sunrise Lake.                      
There were 177 kids who attended the event.  

Event Sponsors: 

SC Department of Natural Resources 

Harry Hampton Memorial Wildlife Fund 

Lancaster County Legislative Delegation 

Lancaster Soil and Water Conservation District 

Lancaster County Ducks Unlimited 

Pizza Hut 

IGA 

Sun City Fishing Club 

John Rabon 

 

Three Lifetime Hunting and Fishing License Winners were awarded.  

Sponsored By:  

Harry Hampton Memorial Wildlife Fund 

Lancaster County Legislative Delegation 

Lancaster Soil and Water Conservation District 

 

Check out our website at 

www.lancasterswcd.com- 

news/ award winners page for 

the video of the event. 



 

 Upcoming 

Events 

July 4, 2014- Office Closed–Independence Day Holiday 
July 31, 2014 at 10 am- The District Operations Committee will meet at our office 
at 1771 Hwy. 521 Bypass South, Lancaster. 
August 4, 2014 at 7:00pm-The Lancaster Soil and Water Conservation Board of 
Commissioners’ monthly board meeting. It will be held in our office at 1771 Hwy. 
521 Bypass South, Lancaster. 
September 1, 2014- The office is closed for Labor Day Holiday. 
September 8, 2014 at 7:00pm-The Lancaster Soil and Water Conservation Board of 
Commissioners’ monthly board meeting. It will be held in our office at 1771 Hwy. 
521 Bypass South, Lancaster. 
September 30, 2014-The deadline for Arbor Contest entries. 
October 6, 2014 at 7:00pm-The Lancaster Soil and Water Conservation Board of 
Commissioners’ monthly board meeting. It will be held in our office at 1771 Hwy. 
521 Bypass South, Lancaster. 

 

 

 

 

“Soil is an amazing substance. A complex mix of 
minerals, air, and water, soil also teems with count-
less micro-organisms, and the decaying remains of 

once-living things. Soil is made of life and soil 
makes life.  To the farmer, soil is where crops grow.  
To the engineer, soil is a foundation upon which to 
build. To the ecologist, soil supports communities of 
living things.  To the archaeologist, soil holds clues to 
past cultures.  To the city dweller, soil nurtures grass 
and gardens.    To the soil scientist, soil is all of these 
things.   Soil has been called "the skin of the earth" 

because it is the thin outermost layer of the Earth's 
crust. Like our own skin, we can't live without soil.  ” 

Source: Soil Science Society of America 

Check out our 

website for all 

the 2014-2015 

Education 

Program 

Opportunities! 



 

 

SOUTH CAROLINA NRCS RECEIVES FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO HELP 

FARMERS AND LANDOWNERS INSTALL CONSERVATION PRACTICES IN 

STRIKEFORCE COUNTIES, INCLUDING LANCASTER COUNTY 

 
COLUMBIA, SC  May 20, 2014 – USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) will target $665,000 
this year in financial conservation assistance for South Carolina farmers, ranchers and forest landowners in 
persistent poverty rural areas. These funds will help farmers install conservation practices by providing cost-
share to eligible applicants. Farmers who submitted eligible applications by the December 20, 2013 deadline 
will be notified if their application was selected for funding by the local NRCS District Conservationist by Sep-

tember 1, 2014.  

 

According to NRCS Lancaster County Director Ann Christie, Lancaster County is on track to receive over 
$100,000 for its farmers and landowners to implement conservation practices on their lands, which will benefit 

air quality, water quality, soil quality, plants and animals for the rest of the county. 

 

StrikeForce for Rural Growth and Opportunity is a USDA effort that focuses high-priority assistance in rural 
communities in 20 states with a special emphasis on historically underserved farmers, ranchers and communi-
ties in counties with persistent poverty. Since 2010, USDA has partnered through StrikeForce with more than 
400 community organizations, businesses, foundations, universities and other groups to support 80,300 pro-

jects and usher more than $9.7 billion in investments into rural America. 

 

“Although USDA is always available to help these producers, the targeted funding through StrikeForce, along 
with the pooling of  public resources and local expertise, is continuing to grow rural economies,” said SC 
NRCS State Conservationist Ann English. “This is a strategy that is working in rural America, and I am pleased 

that we continue to build on these efforts to bring assistance to areas that need it the most.” 

 
Through StrikeForce, NRCS is now working with 80 percent more farmers and ranchers in the identified per-
sistent poverty counties and has invested a total of $652 million in targeted conservation funding since 2010. 
“StrikeForce provides an important opportunity to help producers in these priority areas improve their lands 
or start a career in agriculture,” English said. “We are excited to see such tremendous growth in this initiative 
and look forward to helping even more producers adopt conservation measures.”  

 

Producers can visit their local USDA Service Center and apply anytime for StrikeForce conservation assistance 
through the 2014 Farm Bill’s Environmental Quality Incentives Program. Producers can work with NRCS on a 
number of conservation activities, including installing cross-fencing to protect soil and help cattle; using pre-
scribed burning to enhance a forest and wildlife; or installing a more efficient irrigation system to conserve 
water.                                                                                                                                                      

       

“Conservation efforts help producers make a living while promoting clean air and water, healthy soil and wild-
life habitat,” English said. “These practices also give long-term resistance to extreme weather events, including 

drought and flooding.” 

 

StrikeForce is helping direct needed USDA resources to individuals and communities in South Carolina's 27 
StrikeForce counties. The counties are: Abbeville, Allendale, Bamberg, Barnwell, Beaufort, Calhoun, Cherokee, 
Chester, Chesterfield, Clarendon, Colleton, Darlington, Dillon, Dorchester, Fairfield, Florence, Georgetown, 

Hampton, Jasper, Lancaster, Lee, Marion, Marlboro, Orangeburg, Sumter, Union, and Williamsburg. 

 

For more information and StrikeForce successes, visit the NRCS StrikeForce webpage at http://
www.nrcs.usda.gov  or the Lancaster NRCS office at 1771 Highway 521 Bypass South in Lancaster, phone 

803-286-4455, extension 3. 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/sc/home/?cid=stelprdb1167750


 

 

YOU can be instrumental in helping conserve Lancas-

ter County’s natural resources. Affiliate Members are 

a vital part of our conservation team! Without mone-

tary support given by Affiliate Members, we would not 

be able to carry out the many programs needed to 

promote conservation within the county. 

 

Monies collected through the Affiliate Membership 

Program will be used to advance our educational      

programs. 

Please fill out the donation form and mail to: 

Lancaster Soil and Water Conservation District  

PO Box 2274 

Lancaster, SC 29721 

 

All contributions are tax deductible.   

We look forward to working with you to make  

Lancaster County a better place to live. 

 Land Conservationist - $30.00 donation    

 Soil & Water Protector-$50.00 donation 

 Steward of the Land- $100.00 donation   

 Corporate Member- $250.00 donation 

 Glenn Alexander Memorial Scholarship- $75.00 donation 

How do you want your membership listed? 

Name:_________________________________________________________________________________                           

Company :______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address:__________________________________________________________________________ 

Make Checks Payable to Lancaster Conservation District or LSWCD 

Affiliate Membership 

Officials for the Lancaster Soil and Water Conservation District: 

Bill Ardrey, Chairman 

Phil Cleveland, Vice-Chairman and 
acting Secretary/ Treasurer 

Joe Ghent, Commissioner 

Gary Moore, Commissioner  

Nancy Fleming, Commissioner 

 

 

District Chaplain:  

Vacant 

Lancaster Soil and Water                 

Conservation District Personnel: 

Amanda Roberts, District Manager 

SC Department of Natural                  

Resources Personnel: 

Marc Cribb 

  

US Department of Agriculture–Natural 
Resources Conservation Service              

Personnel: 

Ann Christie, District Conservationist  

Robbie Newman, Soil Conservation       
Technician for the Catawba Watershed 

 



 

 

 

Bill Ardrey  

Forestry, Inc. 
 

221 Clearwater Drive 

PO Box 1013  

Lancaster, SC 29721 
 

Phone:  

(803) 283-2303 

 

Kershaw IGA 

Address: 513 South Hampton Street 

Kershaw, SC 29067 

Phone: 803-475-6888 

Hours: Monday - Sunday 7 am to 9 pm 

1212 Kershaw Camden Hwy. 

PO Drawer 1239 

Lancaster, SC 29721 

Phone: (803) 286-5555 

Fax: (803) 286-5051 

Website: lci-lineberger.com 

http://hailegoldmine.com/home/
http://www.iga.com/consumer/default.aspx
http://lci-lineberger.com/
http://lci-lineberger.com/


 

 

793 Lancaster Bypass East 

Lancaster, SC 29720 

Your advertisement 

Could be here! 

 

1/8 page ad is $75.00  

1/4 page ad is $150.00 

 

Call us today! 

803-286-4455 x3 


