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In Memory of Marvin Mathis 

Marvin Mathis was a respected   
member of the conservation       
community and never met a stranger. 
He worked with us here at the Soil 
and Water Conservation District as 
our equipment manager and we would 
like to extend our deepest sympathies 
to all who knew him. He was greatly 
loved by his family and friends and 

will be forever missed.  

Envirothon 2014 

The Envirothon is an outdoor environmental competition held for high school students each year. This 

year 20 teams from schools across South Carolina came together to participate in the SC Envirothon 

held at the Sandhills Research and Education Center near Columbia, SC.  

 

Numerous volunteers and partnership agency staff came together to provide an enriching environ-

ment for the teams and funding for award scholarships. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Teams competed in various areas and covered topics in forestry, aquatics, soils, and wildlife. Oral 

presentations on current environmental topics were also a very important part of the competition. 

 

 

 

Each school’s teams showed off their knowledge and excelled in each test category. 

Congratulations to our Spartanburg County Teams! 

1
st
 Place: Spartanburg Day School Team A 

2
nd
 Place: Spartanburg High School Team A 

3
rd
 Place: Dorman High School Team A 

Fall 2014 



Pollinator Piece 

National Pollinator Week:   

June 17th-23rd  

National Honey Bee Day: 

August 17th 

National Honey Month: 

September 

 

The Spartanburg Beekeeper’s Asso-

ciation is a group that meets each 

month at the Spartanburg County 

Administration Building.  

All information about their associa-

tion can be found online at 

www.SpartanburgBeekeepers.com. 

 

The ecological benefits that pollinators provide help produce more than 85 percent of the world’s 

flowering plants. Many of these plants depend on pollinators, like bees and bats, to reproduce, 

and bees are the main pollinators of fruits and vegetables. But, these critical pollinators are in 

trouble as habitat loss, disease, parasites, and environmental contaminants are causing a decline 

of many species of pollinators, including some of more than 4,000 species of native bees in North 

America. 

That’s why agencies like the USDA-Natural Resources                                                                        

Conservation Service (NRCS) in South Carolina, and the                                                                   

Xerces Society, with the support of a Sustainable Agriculture                                                                                            

Research and Education (SARE) grant, are educating                                                                           

conservation partnership employees including NRCS,                                                                          

local soil and water conservation districts, cooperative                                                                      

extension agents, and employees of state departments                                                                           

of agriculture. Clemson University also provided support and                                                                

resources for two very successful trainings that took place last year.  

Now, the results of the pollinator planting trainings are starting to blossom. 

Excerpt taken from USDA-NRCS News Release written by                                                                   

Amy Melissa Overstreet, SC NRCS   Outreach and Public Affairs Specialist. 

Partnerships like those listed above exist to spread an appreciation and u                                    

nderstanding of topics such as water quality, pollinator status, and                                                 

watershed health.  

 

Did you know? 
All the world’s chocolate depends on midges, tiny two-winged flies, that pollinate 
the cacao flowers. If you love chocolate, thank a fly! 

Pollination, Pollination, Pollination! 

 
SC Conservation Partnerships Buzzing About Pollinators 

Summer may mean less school for  

most Spartanburg county children, but 

it does not mean less learning! Children 

ages 3-10 were able to participate in 

our Conservation District ‘Cool          

Pollinators’ Coloring Contest.  

Materials were distributed online and 

to seven daycare centers across the 

county. Participants chose from four 

pollinator species, including bats, bees, 

hummingbirds, and butterflies. Submis-

sions were collected and judged and six 

winners were chosen! Congratulations 

to all of our winners. 

1st place winners: 

Chassey Suttles & TJ Procter 

 

2nd place winners: 

Daniel Diaz Jr. & Sebastian Torres 

 

3rd place winners: 

Dereonna Sortor & Na’Shia Wyatt 
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Discover Your Watershed 

 

Spartanburg’s Soil and Water 

Conservation District       

gathered with various groups 

on April 26th, 2014 to       

celebrate our waterways and 

educate families on water 

quality. 

 

Groups gathered at Lake  

Cooley and spent a beautiful 

day providing various fun 

activities for the entire     

family. Activities offered  

included face-painting,     

canoeing, stand-up paddle 

boarding lessons, and prize 

giveaways.  

 

Groups discussed an array of 

topics with families, all     

focusing on protecting our 

watersheds. Environmental 

camps, stormwater runoff, 

septic tank maintenance, 

wildlife, and conservation in 

general are just a few of the 

topics that were discussed 

with attendees.  

When it rains, it drains... 
Have you ever stopped to think where all of that rain really goes? How does it relate to pollution? 

Beaches and lakes are among the most visited places in the state, so what should you know when you go there? 

Obvious types of pollution include trash, such as cans, bottles, cigarette butts, and plastic bags. Surprisingly, the most 

risk actually comes from things we cannot see: bacteria, viruses, and other disease causing microorganisms. Swimming 

or playing in water that is polluted may cause you to get sick. The people who are most at risk include children, the 

elderly, and anyone with a weakened immune system. 

So where does all of this pollution come from? You may blame factories or large sewage treatment plants, but typical-

ly the vast majority of pollutants come from a range of sources. In fact, a major source of pollution is stormwater run-

off. Rainwater picks up pollutants from lawns, farms, streets, construction sites, parking lots, and failing septic sys-

tems. It carries the pollutants to the nearest body of water downstream and deposits them there. 

For information on how to decrease stormwater pollution, contact the Soil and Water Conservation office at (864)814-

2471 ext. 101. 

Information obtained online at http://www.epa.gov/gmpo/pubhealth/whenitrains.html.  3 

Children had the opportunity to win various prizes and meet volunteers, staff, and 

even a few famous reptiles from the Watershed Ecology Center at USC Upstate! 

Discover Your Watershed 



319 Grant 

Spartanburg County has re-

ceived a 319 grant available 

to be used in the Boggy Creek 

and Enoree River Watershed. 

The South Carolina Depart-

ment of Health and Environ-

mental Control (DHEC)     

receives funding from the 

Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) each year. This 

funding is to be distributed 

through a grant process with 

the overall goal of reducing 

non-point source pollution 

(NPS). 

Non-point source pollution is 

the number one contributing 

factor in water pollution  

nationwide. This 319 grant 

will ultimately help home-

owners and landowners   

reduce the amount of       

bacteria contaminating our 

waterways. 

The majority of the 319 funds 

are applied to septic tank 

repairs and agricultural pro-

jects. This type of funding will 

cover 60% of the cost for 

repairs and projects          

approved within the water-

shed. Contact Spartanburg 

County Stormwater with any 

additional questions or to 

apply for funding with your 

project : (864) 595-5349. 

Septic System Health 

4 

Did you know? 10-30% of Spartanburg County 

homes have failing septic systems that are re-

leasing fecal bacteria into our waterways. This is 

a leading cause of water contamination and can 

be easily prevented with routine checks and 

maintenance. 

Systems should be routinely pumped every 3-5 

years. More frequent pumps or checks may be-

come necessary if your septic system begins 

showing any of the symptoms listed here. 

Signs of a failing septic system include: 

 Water backup in toilets and bathtubs 

 Slow draining sinks 

 Dark or bright green grass growing over drain 
field 

 Muddy or soggy area in yard 

 Standing water on or around septic area 

 Sewage odor 

 



“(EQIP) helps farmers and forest landowners improve production while protecting environmental quality by addressing such 
concerns as soil erosion and productivity, grazing management, water quality, animal waste, and forestry/wildlife concerns” 

Conservation groups from the upstate gathered at 

the Headquarters Library in Spartanburg to celebrate 

and raise awareness on Earth Day.  

Children and adults alike showed great interest in the 

various booths set up to bring awareness to topics 

such as pollination, plant and wildlife conservation, 

recycling, and composting.  

 

Right: One leader encouraged five children to ask questions 

and pick up various items relating to SC pollinators at the 

Spartanburg Soil and Water Conservation District booth. 

The USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is 

currently accepting applications from eligible agricultural pro-

ducers and forest landowners for the Environmental Quality 

Incentives Program (EQIP).  NRCS provides financial and tech-

nical assistance to help eligible South Carolina landowners 

address natural resource concerns, promote environmental 

quality, and protect wildlife through EQIP.  

This program helps farmers and forest landowners improve 

production while protecting environmental quality by address-

ing such concerns as soil erosion and productivity, grazing 

management, water quality, animal waste, and forestry/

wildlife concerns. EQIP also assists eligible small-scale farmers 

who have historically not participated in or ranked high 

enough to be funded in previous program sign ups.  

Some examples of approved Conservation Practices are Live-

stock Watering Systems, Cross-Fencing, Access Control Fencing 

(streams/ponds), Cover Crops, Critical Area Seeding, Pre-

scribed Burning/Firebreaks, Forest Stand Improvement and 

many others. 

There is a continuous signup for this program; however, a pri-

ority sign-up deadline will be set for late fall or early winter. 

Since the deadline has not been announced at this time, pro-

ducers interested in applying should call or visit their local 

USDA Service Center today to set up a field visit and prepare 

their applications.  

Spartanburg and Cherokee county producers and landowners 

can call the Spartanburg Field Office at (864) 814-2471 ext. 3 or 

visit www.sc.nrcs.usda.gov for more information, including 

eligibility requirements.  USDA NRCS is an equal opportunity 

employer and provider.  
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Earth Day Celebration Success! 

NRCS IS NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL 

ASSISTANCE THROUGH THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

INCENTIVES PROGRAM (EQIP) 



Alzheimer’s  
Association 

Garden 
 

The Spartanburg Soil and Water 

Conesrvation District funded a 

project at the Alzheimer’s         

Association Spartanburg area office 

located on South Pine Street. This 

project consisted of upgrading an 

existing Memory Garden. 

Volunteers removed ivy, applied 

fire ant killer, and added fertilizer 

and herbicides to the existing  

garden. This made the Memory 

Garden safer and more appealing. 

Kathy Hodges, retired NRCS Soil     

Conservation Technician, is              

coordinating this project on behalf 

of the Conservation District and 

has done a fantastic job ensuring 

that the area looks beautiful! 

Educational Programs 
A large part of Spartanburg’s Soil and Water    

Conservation mission is to educate Spartanburg 

County students and residents about natural   

resources and how to use them wisely.  

Our new District Coordinator, Stacey Mason, is 

always looking for a chance to visit your school, 

club, or organization! She enjoys doing programs 

for all age groups and has visited summer camps, 

outreach events, elementary schools, middle 

schools, and high schools since joining the       

Conservation District in April.  

Stacey has a degree in Biological Sciences from the 

University of South Carolina and enjoys teaching 

students about natural sciences through hands-on 

programs funded by the Conservation District.  

 

She has also had the opportunity to attend various 

conferences and Continuing Education courses 

relating to natural sciences, soil and water, and is 

always looking to share what she learns with   

others!  

Educational Programs offered by the Conservation 

District are specific to each and every class or 

group. A few of Stacey’s favorite topics include 

water quality, pollination, aquatic wildlife,       

habitats, and watershed health.  

If you are interested in having a program come to 

your school, please email Stacey at                     

SpartanburgSWCD@yahoo.com or call her at   

(864)357-8375. She is eager to speak with you 

about a program that works for your group and is 

always looking for opportunities to get involved in 

Spartanburg County’s conservation efforts! 
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Pictured above: 

Left: Students at Glendale’s Outdoor Leadership School summer camp learn about pollination, wildflowers, and pollinators through a program 

funded by the Spartanburg Conservation District.  

Right: A student participating in USC Upstate’s Watershed Ecology Center Camp Discovery got the chance to inspect a Monarch Butterfly             

up-close. Students participated in a live butterfly release that afternoon and observed butterflies feeding on flowers on the school’s campus. 

 

Pictured Below: 

Volunteers working to revamp the Alzheimer’s Association Memory Garden located at the Spartanburg Area Office on Pine Street. 

 



SUPPORT YOUR CONSERVATION DISTRICT AND BECOME AN AFFILIATE MEMBER. 

Spartanburg County  SWCD has a Great Plains no-till drill available 

for rental. Pricing begins at $10.00 per acre with a minimum daily 

charge of $35.00.  

Affiliate members of the Conservation District receive a dis-

counted rate of $9.00 per acre! 

The drill is available for pick-up from our equipment manager, 

Preston Skinner. For rental, contact him at 864-472-5292. You will 

be responsible for the necessary equipment for transportation of 

the drill.  

Please contact Stacey Mason at (864)814-2471 ext. 101 with any 

rental questions. 

Our mission is to benefit all citizens of Spartanburg County through the       

promotion of wise and responsible use of our natural resources. 

This is made possible through education, demonstration, and technical      

services. We ask that you or your business make a tax deductible contribution 

in support of our educational work, grant funding, and public programs all 

aimed to benefit Spartanburg County residents. 

More funding means more opportunity for children, young adults, and adult 

citizens to become involved in conserving Spartanburg’s vital resources wisely. 

If you are interested in becoming an affiliate member or have any questions 

about membership, please contact our District Coordinator, Stacey Mason, at 

(864)814-2471 ext. 101 or email us at SpartanburgSWCD@yahoo.com. 

No– Till Drill Rental 

2014-2015 Affiliate Membership  
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BECOME AN AFFILIATE MEMBER. 

All contributions are tax-deductible. 
 

Membership Levels 

 Donor $30-$99 

 Contributor $100-$249 

 Associate $250-$499 

 Sponsor $500-$999 

 Benefactor $1,000 or more 

 

Please make checks payable to: 

Spartanburg Soil & Water Conservation District 

 

Mail check along with this form to: 

Spartanburg SWCD 

105 Corporate Dr. Suite G 

Spartanburg, SC 29303 
 

Any individual or business contributing $100 or more may  

have a logo included in each quarterly newsletter released  

by the Spartanburg SWCD during the year of donation. 

___________________________________________________________ 

Company or Individual’s Name 

 

___________________________________________________________ 

Street Address 

 

___________________________    _____________       ____________ 

City/Town      State        Zip 

 

____________________________  _______________________ 

Phone Contact     Phone Number 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

Email Contact   Email Address 

 

Do you wish to have a logo featured in our quarterly newsletter? _________ 

 

 

 

Contribution Amount: _________ 



The USDA and the conservation district prohibit 

discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, 

color, origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political 

beliefs, and marital or familial status. (Not all pro-

hibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with 

disabilities who require alternative means for com-

munications of program information (Braille, large 

print, audio tape, etc.) should contact the USDA 

office of communications at (202) 720-1127 (TDD). 

The USDA is an equal opportunity employer. 

 Spartanburg County Soil & Water 
Conservation District Staff 

 

District Coordinator: Stacey Mason 

Equipment Manager: Preston Skinner 

Commissioner Chairman: Bryan Johnson 

Commissioner: Jack Turner 

Commissioner: Ronnie Bullard 

Commissioner: Jan Hammett 

Commissioner: Nigel Cox 

USDA-NRCS District Conservationist: Matt Barrington 

USDA-NRCS Engineering Tech: Wayne Henderson  

 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Spartanburg County Soil & Water 
Conservation District 

105 Corporate Dr., Suite G 

Spartanburg, SC 29303 

 

 
Phone: (864) 814-2471 ext. 101 

E-mail: SpartanburgSWCD@yahoo.com 

 

 


