-MEASURES FOR STABILIZING COASTAL DUNES-

Sea oats (Uniola paniculata)

PLANTING GUIDE

Description: Perennial, erect, strong, thizomatous, colonizing grasses native to the coastal sands
and dunes of Florida and the southeastern United States. This grass forms in dense, rather stiff
bunches 40 to 60 inches tall and 30 to 120 inches in diameter. Leaves are less than 1/2-inch in
width, 16 to 28 inches long, and are usually flat. Leaves are rolled or involute on drying. Panicles
of the seedhead are 8 to 12 inches long with numerous spikelets less than 1-inch long, each having 8
to 15 florets. Very little to no seed is produced by most seedheads and is readily eaten by birds.
Only rarely is reproduction by natural germination of seed observed. Lateral spread and colony
increase is accomplished by moderate to strong rhizome development.

Sea oats

- Native Habitat and Range: Sand dunes
from southern Virginia to Florida and
Texas.

- Conservation Use: Critical area stabili-
zation of saline coastal sands and sand
dunes.

- Site Preparation: Generally none required.

- Plant Material: Potted plants and bare

root stock are available commercially and from
vigorous stands. Use transplants with a mini-
mum 30-inch stem height.

- Time of Planting: Late winter to early

spring, and at the beginning of the rainy season
in Florida.

- Spacing: Place plants 12 to 36 inches apart,
depending on the pot size and severity of the
site. Use 18-inch spacing for an average site
using 2- to 4-inch pots.

- Depth: Place plants 8 to 12 inches, or
deeper, in moist soil.

- Fertilizer: Place one ounce of slow release
fertilizer such as *Osmocote in each hole as
material is planted, or apply 200 to 300 pounds
of 10-10-10 per acre 3 to 4 weeks after planting.
To maintain and/or develop the stand, apply 200
to 300 pounds of 10-10-10 (or equivalent) per
acre annually June 1 to June 15 and repeated
August 1 to August 15.

- Maintenance: Minimize foot traffic and
remove debris from planting.

* Other commercial fertilizers of the same analysis and with a slow release formulation may also be used.
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