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Oak Terrace Preserve as a 
Case for Sustainable 

Development



The City of North Charleston

Oak Terrace Preserve

Restoring a Garden City

• Project History 

• Infill Development

• Urban Planning

• Tree Preservation 

• Storm Water Management 



…a time whose idea has come

Oak Terrace Preserve
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Center of the Lowcountry

Welcome to the  New 
American City
Noisette is a 3,000-acre 
sustainable community being 
developed in the heart of the 
Lowcountry of Charleston, 
South Carolina. Located 
midway between New York 
and Miami, and within a 
short drive of population 
centers like Charlotte, 
Atlanta and Jacksonville, this 
is one of America’s most 
popular growth areas. 



Restoring a Garden City
In early 2001, The City of North 
Charleston identified 5 areas of 
concern in the Noisette footprint: 
Century Oaks, Calhoun Homes, 
Northpark Village, GARCO and 
the abandoned Charleston Navy 
Yard.

Today all 5 areas are actively 
being redeveloped.  



Old Century Oaks

World War II era community

Temporary shelters for 
shipyard  workers and their 
families throughout the 1940’s

Occupied as rental units 
until 5 years ago



Old Century Oaks

Existing Conditions

Purchased by the City of North Charleston in 2003

Unique public / private partnership



Restoring a Garden City

Oak Terrace 
Preserve 
(formerly      
Century Oaks)
Originally built as a 
temporary housing 
community for war-
time workers, Century 
Oaks is being 
converted to a 
sustainable 
neighborhood of 370 
homes and 
townhomes. The 
Noisette® Company is 
managing the design 
and development of 
this 55-acre project 
for the City of North 
Charleston.

In Progress …



Planned Development District



Tree Management

Proactive approach

All trees graded 
from A-F

90% of A, B and C 
trees saved

Oak Terrace Preserve



Noisette Quality Home Standard

Major certification categories:
Site planning
Energy efficient building envelope and  
systems
Energy efficient lighting and appliances
Resource efficient design
Resource efficient building materials
Waste management
Water – indoor and outdoor
Homebuyer education
Builder operations
Bonus points

Earthcraft House
Hot, humid climate
Third party inspector
200 point system
100% of Oak Terrace Preserve Homes certified



The New American City
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The New American City
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Stormwater Management

Restoring a Garden City



Stormwater Management

• Minimize Hydrologic Impacts
• Maximize Capture and Removal of Pollutants
• Maintain Flood Control
• Sustain (all of the above)

Management Goals

Management Practices

• Minimize Impervious Surfaces (at least those directly connected)

• Introduce Retention / Filtration of Runoff
• Provide Ample Collection and Conveyance Capacity 
• Factor and Assign Maintenance Activities and Responsibilities



The New American City

Project Vicinity



Regional Hydrology



The New American City

Site Fabric



The New American City

Management Plan
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Management Plan



The New American City

Management Approach
1. Collect and Retain Runoff from Impervious Surfaces



The New American City

Management Approach



Site Hydrology – Street Section



Site Hydrology – Street Section
Initial Construction



Site Hydrology – Street Section
Final Construction
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The New American City

Management Approach
2. Reduce Runoff from Impervious Surfaces



Site Hydrology – Alley Section



Site Hydrology – Alley Section



Site Hydrology – Alley Section
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The New American City

Management Approach
3. Detain Increased Volumes



Site Hydrology – Pocket Parks
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Site Hydrology – Forebay



Site Hydrology – Forebay
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The New American City

Management Approach



Questions

Restoring a Garden City
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