
From Seeds to Shoreline®  
Engaging Students in Salt Marsh Restoration  

From Seeds to Shoreline® engages K-12 students and teachers 
in cultivating and transplanting Spartina alterniflora, the 
dominant plant in southeastern salt marshes.   
 
Students in the program learn about the importance of the 
salt marsh ecosystem and actively contribute to all steps in 
the restoration process: seed collecting, germinating, 
cultivating, and planting Spartina on coastal shorelines.  
 
There’s no better way for your students to participate in 
hands-on science learning, address state science standards, 
learn about careers, and help their community! 

                       Who Can Participate?  
          South Carolina K-12 students and teachers  

What is the Cost?  
FREE! 

How Can I Get More Information? 
Elizabeth Vernon (E.V.) Bell 
Marine Education Specialist 

South Carolina Sea Grant Consortium 
ev.bell@scseagrant.org  

www.scseagrant.org/education  
   

What is “From Seeds to Shoreline®”?  
 

Please see back for more information  
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How Does the From Seeds to Shoreline® Program Work? 
 
The From Seeds to Shoreline® program focuses on the cultivation of Spartina alterniflora, the dominant 
plant in southeastern salt marshes. Spartina can be seen as the anchor – without this foundational  plant, 
the salt marsh ecosystem would not be able to establish itself along our coastline.  
 
The Five Restoration Steps:  
1) seed collection 
2) seed storage 
3) seed germination 
4) seedling cultivation 
5) seedling transplantation 

 
All five steps are completed during the academic school year, starting in the fall with seed collection 
and ending in the spring with a Restoration Day when students transplant their young Spartina seedlings.  
 
The  Program Design: Because we know that each school is different, the From Seeds to Shoreline® 
program  is designed so that you have flexibility on how to best incorporate each step to suit your  students’ 
needs. Before starting the program in your school, we require participation in a one-day summer 
training, which will provide you with information on the program, best  practices for each of the five steps, 
suggested lessons to use, planning tools to keep you on track  throughout the year, and LOTS of resources!  
 
We also provide a solid support system as you begin the program. You will work closely with one of our 
program partners throughout the year to help  you implement the steps of the program, including planning 
your Restoration Day! 

Fall Winter Spring Summer 

Seed collection Seed storage Seedling cultivation Teacher Training 

Seed germination Seedling transplantation 

How Do I Get Involved?  
 
The first step in getting involved with the From Seeds to Shoreline® program is attending a free, one-day 
summer training.  Training dates will be advertised each January and registration will open in February.  
Dates will be posted on the South Carolina Sea Grant Consortium’s website:  www.scseagrant.org/education 
and/or you can join the South Carolina Sea Grant Consortium’s education listserv by emailing EV Bell at 
ev.bell@scseagrant.org.  
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