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Youth Hunts Date Location Contact Info.

Turkey Mar. 31, 2012
Private Lands Statewide; Turkey tags required. 
All WMA’s normally open to turkey hunting except: Bear Island, Donnelley, Keowee, Santee Coastal Reserve, Santee Cooper, 
Hatchery Waterfowl Area, Bonneau Ferry, Belfast

Raccoon Sept. 10, 2011 Private Lands Only
Squirrel Sept. 24, 2011 Private Lands Only
Quail Nov. 19, 2011 Private Lands Only
Rabbit Mar. 3, 2012 Private Lands Only

Deer

Jan. 7, 2012
Limit 2 deer, 
either sex; no 
tags required

Private Lands Statewide;

All WMA’s normally open to deer hunting except: Bear Island, Crackerneck, Donnelley, Draper, Fant’s Grove, Keowee, McBee, 
Palachucola, Santee Coastal Reserve, Santee Cooper, Hatchery, Webb, Bonneau Ferry, Hamilton Ridge and Botany Bay Plantation. 

Youth Dove Sept. 3 Abbeville Co. USFS
Participants selected by drawing. Applications available in July, deadline Friday, Aug. 12. Call SCDNR 
Columbia office for application (803-734-3886) or download application from SCDNR website. Youth 
must be accompanied by adult, at least 21 years old.

Youth Dove Sept. 3 Union Co. USFS
Participants selected by drawing. Applications available in July, deadline Friday, Aug. 12. Call SCDNR 
Columbia office for application (803-734-3886) or download application from SCDNR website. Youth 
must be accompanied by adult, at least 21 years old.

Youth Dove Sept. 3 Newberry Co. SCDOT
Participants selected by drawing. Applications available in July, deadline Friday, Aug. 12. Call SCDNR 
Columbia office for application (803-734-3886) or download application from SCDNR website. Youth 
must be accompanied by adult, at least 21 years old.

Youth Dove Sept. 3 Draper WMA York Co.
Participants selected by drawing. Applications available in July, deadline Friday, Aug. 12. Call SCDNR 
Columbia office for application (803-734-3886) or download application from SCDNR website. Youth 
must be accompanied by adult, at least 21 years old.

Youth Dove Sept. 3 Manchester State Forest
Participants selected by drawing. Applications available in July, deadline Friday, Aug. 12. Call SCDNR 
Columbia office for application (803-734-3886) or download application from SCDNR website. Youth 
must be accompanied by adult, at least 21 years old.

Youth Dove Sept. 3 Oconee Co.
Participants selected by drawing. Applications available in July, deadline Friday, Aug. 12. Call SCDNR 
Columbia office for application (803-734-3886) or download application from SCDNR website. Youth 
must be accompanied by adult, at least 21 years old.

Youth Dove Sept. 3 Santee Cooper WMA
Orangeburg Co.

Participants selected by drawing. Applications available in July, deadline Friday, Aug. 12. Call SCDNR 
Columbia office for application (803-734-3886) or download application from SCDNR website. Youth 
must be accompanied by adult, at least 21 years old.

Youth Dove Sept. 3 Anderson Co.
Participants selected by drawing. Applications available in July, deadline Friday, Aug. 12. Call SCDNR 
Columbia office for application (803-734-3886) or download application from SCDNR website. Youth 
must be accompanied by adult, at least 21 years old.

Youth Dove Sept. 3 Botany Bay Plantation 
WMA Region 4 SCDNR 843-844-8957, 843-869-2713

Youth Only 
Deer Draw Hunt Nov. 5 Poinsett Gunnery Range

Sumter Co.
Applications available in Sept.. Region 3 SCDNR 803-734-3898 or download application from SCDNR 
web site.

Youth Only 
Deer Draw Hunt Oct. 15 Laura Lyn Farm Union Co. Region I SCDNR 864-427-5140. Call or write for application or  download application from SCDNR web 

site.
Youth Only 
Deer Draw Hunt Nov. 12 10 Point Hunt Club

Spartanburg Co.
Region I SCDNR 864-427-5140. Call or write for application or download application from SCDNR web 
site.

Youth Only 
Deer Draw Hunt Oct. 1 Fants Grove WMA Applications available in early Aug. Call Clemson office at 864-654-1671 ext. 16 or  download 

application from SCDNR web site.
Youth Only 
Deer Draw Hunt

Selected days
Oct.-Nov. Belfast WMA Applications available Aug. 20 through Sept. 20. Call SCDNR office 803-734-3898 or download applica-

tion from SCDNR web site.
Youth Only 
Deer Draw Hunt

Selected days
Oct.-Nov. Moultrie Hunt Unit Applications available Aug. 20 through Sept. 20.  Call Dennis Wildlife Center at 843-825-3388 or 843-

761-8820. 
Youth Only 
Deer Draw Hunt Selected Days Tibwin (Francis Marion 

Hunt Unit) Applications available early Sept.. Call U.S. Forest Service at 843-887-3258.

Youth Only  
Deer Draw Hunt Dec. 17 Clinton House Plantation, 

Laurens Co.
Region I SCDNR 864-427-5140. Call or write for application or download application from SCDNR web 
site.

Youth Only 
Deer Draw Hunt Nov. 12 Yelton Farm

Spartanburg Co
Region 1 SCDNR 864-427-5140. Call or write for application or download application from SCDNR web 
site.

Youth Only 
Deer Draw Hunt Oct. 15 Chufa Ridge Farm  

Union Co.
Region 1 SCDNR 864-427-5140. Call or write for application or download application from SCDNR web 
site.

Youth Only 
Deer Draw Hunt Oct. 15

Johnson Farm Laurens Co
Region 1 SCDNR 864-427-5140. Call or write for application or download application from SCDNR web 
site.Brownlee Farms Laurens 

Co
Youth Only 
Deer Draw Hunt Nov. 5 Horseshoe Falls

Spartanburg Co.
Region 1 SCDNR 864-427-5140. Call or write for application or download application from SCDNR web 
site.

Youth Only 
Deer Draw Hunt Nov. 19 Broken Arrow Hunt Club 

Cherokee Co.
Region 1 SCDNR 864-427-5140. Call or write for application or download application from SCDNR web 
site.

Youth Only 
Deer Draw Hunt Dec. 17 Trophy Buck Club 

Union Co.
Region 1 SCDNR 864-427-5140. Call or write for application or download application from SCDNR web 
site.

Adult/youth deer, turkey 
and small game See page 53 Bluefield WMA

Bluefield WMA is open only to youth 17 and younger who must be accompanied by an adult 21 
years of age or older. Adult may hunt also. See page 53 for restrictions, dates and limits. For more 
information, call Dennis Wildlife Center at 843-825-3388.

Ad/youth deer, sm gm See page 52 Bonneau Ferry Area B See page 52 for restrictions, dates. For information, call Dennis Wildlife Center 843-825-3388.

Special SCDNR Hunts for Youth and the Mobility Impaired

Continued on page 57.

Age 17 & younger
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Chronic Wasting Disease
Chronic Wasting Disease or CWD is a Transmissible Spongiform 

Encephalopathy (TSE) that affects deer and elk. TSE’s are fatal neurological 
diseases characterized by degeneration of the brain. CWD attacks the 
central nervous system and presents symptoms including extreme weight 
loss, excessive salivation and urination, odd behavior and poor coordination. 
The disease is infectious, communicable and always fatal. CWD has a 
prolonged incubation period and no current test exists to detect the disease 
in live animals. Diagnosis requires examination of the brain or lymph nodes.

The CWD agent is believed to be a prion, a mutated protein that causes 
normal proteins in the body to fold abnormally, which causes sponge-like 
holes in the brain. It is not known exactly how CWD is spread, but it is 
believed that the agent may be spread both by direct animal-to-animal 
contact and indirectly by contact with a previously contaminated surface, 
such as the soil.  

There is no indication that CWD of deer and elk can be transmitted 
between species other than cervids (deer family), and both the World Health 
Organization and federal Centers for Disease Control have indicated that 
there is currently no indication that the disease can infect humans.

Although the disease has not been diagnosed in South Carolina, it has 
been found in the following states: Colorado, Illinois, Kansas, Maryland, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, New Mexico, New 
York, North Dakota, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Utah, Virginia, West 
Virginia, Wisconsin, Wyoming and the Canadian provinces of Alberta and 
Saskatchewan. Hunters traveling to these states should only bring the 
following carcass parts into South Carolina: quarters or other portions of 
meat with no part of the spinal column or head attached; meat that has 
been boned out; hides with no heads attached; clean (no meat or tissue 
attached) skulls or skull plates with antlers attached; antlers (detached from 
the skull plate); clean upper canine teeth, also called “buglers,” “whistlers” 
or “ivories;” and finished taxidermy heads.

Surveillance conducted by SCDNR on approximately 5,000 deer over 
the last 9 years continues to provide no evidence of CWD in SC.  South 
Carolina should continue to have low risk for CWD for two reasons. First, 
South Carolina is geographically far from any known CWD. Second, there 

is evidence that movements of deer/elk for commercial purposes may have 
played a role in the spread of CWD, and SCDNR has historically had a 
closed-door policy on importation of cervids for commercial purposes like 
deer farming or ranching. Please, do not tolerate illegal activity or behavior 
that threatens your hunting tradition. You can proactively protect South 
Carolina’s deer population by reporting illegal importation of deer or elk 
by calling 1-800-922-5431.

Avian Influenza
Avian Influenza (AI) is a Type A influenza virus that naturally occurs in 

certain types of waterfowl and shorebirds around the world.  Recently, a 
highly pathogenic AI has been found in domestic and wild birds in Asia, 
parts of Europe and North Africa. In these cases there has been significant 
mortality in infected birds, and humans have become sick from handling 
the sick birds. Most alarming is the fact that the death rate among the 
infected humans has been extremely high, averaging about 50%. At this 
time the experts believe that this is still primarily a bird disease, and the 
transmission of the virus from birds to humans does not occur easily.  The 
documented human cases have been associated with close contact with 
infected poultry and wild birds.

The good news is that extensive sampling of domestic and wild birds 
has been done in North America including South Carolina. To this date, 
the virus creating the problems in other parts of the world has not been 
found on this continent. The SCDNR will continue to monitor shorebirds 
and waterfowl for the occurrence of this, and similar, viruses.

There is no need to panic. It is uncertain how this virus will move and 
change over time.  Hunters should always pay attention to wildlife while 
afield.  Report only multiple dead bird findings to SCDNR, except for birds 
of prey, as single dead birds are usually the result of various natural causes. 
Hunters should continue to hunt, take and dress game, cook it properly 
and eat it.  All game should be dressed very soon after harvest and those 
dressing game should wear protective gear like rubber gloves and eye 
glasses.  All game should be cooked to an internal temperature of at least 
160 degrees Fahrenheit.

Mobility Impaired 
Hunts Date Location Sponsor/Contact Info.

Most WMAs are located in remote areas without developed access. For questions concerning access conditions for specific properties and assistance contact 
DNR regional offices page 66.
Deer Selected dates Tibwin, Charleston Co. U.S. Forest Service & SCDNR. Call USFS McClellanville 843-887-3257.

Deer Oct. 21-22
Fri.-pm/Sat.-am

Upstate Private Areas
Cherokee, Spartanburg 
& Union counties

Private Landowners & SCDNR Region 1, 864-427-5140

Deer Oct. 28-29
Fri.-pm/Sat.-am

Upstate Private Areas
Laurens, Newberry,   
counties

Private Landowners & SCDNR Region 1, 864-427-5140

Turkey Apr. Tibwin U.S. Forest Service & SCDNR.  Call USFS McClellanville 843-887-3257.
Note: Eligibility requirements for mobility impaired deer hunts at these locations are as follows: Persons permanently confined to a wheelchair, persons permanently requiring 
the use of mechanical aids (crutches, walkers, and etc.) to walk or persons with complete single or double leg amputations.

Wildlife Diseases www.dnr.sc.gov/wildlife/deer/chronicwasting

Special SCDNR Hunts For Youth and the Mobility Impaired continued from page 56
Youth Hunts Date Location Contact Info.

Youth Only raccoon Oct. Darlington Co. Contact Columbia SCDNR office for information at 803-734-3609.
Youth Only raccoon Nov. Edgefield Co. Contact Columbia SCDNR office for information at 803-734-3609.
Youth Only raccoon Nov. Union Co. Contact Columbia SCDNR office for information at 803-734-3609.
Youth Only raccoon Nov. Georgetown Co. Contact Columbia SCDNR office for information at 803-734-3609.
Youth Only raccoon Jan. 2012 Orangeburg Co. For applications call Region 3 SCDNR 803-734-3898. Applications due before the first Saturday in Jan. 
Youth Only raccoon Jan. 2012 Colleton Co. Contact Columbia SCDNR office for information at 803-734-3609.
S.C. Youth Raccoon 
Hunting Championship Feb. 2012 Webb WMA Participants are selected by regional Qualifying hunts.  For more information, call the Furbearer Project 

at 803-734-3609 or Webb WMA at 803-625-3569.

Draw adult/youth turkey Saturdays in 
Apr.

Santee Cooper, Donnelley, 
Bonneau Ferry, Belfast

WMA Turkey applications available in late Feb.. Call Columbia office at 803-734-3886. Applications due 
in Mar..

Draw Adult/Youth 
Waterfowl

Sat. during 
season.

Donnelley & Bonneau Ferry 
WMAs Applications available in Oct.. Call Columbia office at 803-734-3609.


