
What is the Alliance for 
America’s Fish & Wildlife?
The purpose of the Alliance for America’s Fish & Wildlife is to secure 

funding for much needed conservation of our most precious natural 

resources, our fi sh and wildlife. 

This campaign has expanded out of the strong partnership created by 

the Blue Ribbon Panel on Sustaining America’s Diverse Fish & Wildlife 

Resources, whose members represent the outdoor recreation retail and 

manufacturing sector, the energy and automotive industries, private 

landowners, educational institutions, conservation organizations, 

sportsmen’s groups and state and federal fi sh and wildlife agencies.

How Our Wildlife is Currently Funded
Congress requires each state to develop a State Wildlife Action Plan – a 

proactive, comprehensive conservation strategy which examines health 

and recommends actions to conserve wildlife and vital habitat before 

they become more rare and costly to protect. License fees and excise 

taxes help, but without adequate, dedicated funding to implement these 

plans, South Carolina won’t be able to conserve the full array of its 

treasured fi sh and wildlife.
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America’s Fish and Wildlife Heritage
Our nation’s fi sh and wildlife are among its most valuable 

resources, along with clean air, water, healthy forests and 

agricultural lands that support all of us. Our quality of life, 

outdoor heritage and prosperity are tied to the health and 

sustainability of these treasures. The benefi ts of connecting 

Americans with nature include:

• Increasing quality time with family and carrying on 

traditions through fi shing, hunting, birdwatching, 

camping, biking, boating and various other forms of 

outdoor recreation.

• Physical and mental health increases when we spend 

time in nature. Even a short amount of time outdoors 

each day can improve concentration, reduce stress, 

lower blood pressure and improve mental health, all of 

which can help prevent disease. 

• Ensuring the next generation understands the important 

benefi ts of conservation in their communities.  

Americans hold their country’s resources dear, and our 

goal is to make sure future generations will have the same 

available resources and outdoor opportunities.
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Primary Challenge to 
Conserving South Carolina’s Wildlife 
As our nation’s population increases, so does the stress we put on our shared natural resources. 

When a species is pushed to the brink and becomes endangered, society risks losing a piece of 

our natural environment that we may never get back.

If this trend of federal underfunding continues, fewer South Carolinians will understand the 

importance of or need for fi sh and wildlife conservation. Among the species of greatest 

conservation need are those familiar to all South Carolinians, including the wood stork, 

red-cockaded woodpecker and gopher tortoise.

The United States breeding population of wood storks was listed as “endangered” by the 

US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) a� er nesting pairs declined from between 15,000 and 

20,000 in the 1930s to 2,500 pairs by 1978. Historically, wood storks have used South Carolina 

as a post-nesting foraging area during the summer and fall. 

However, in 1981 the fi rst successful wood stork nests (11) were documented in South 

Carolina. Intensive management ensued by all states in the bird’s range, and in 2014 the 

USFWS announced their decision to down-list the federal status of the wood stork from 

“endangered” to “threatened” because several recovery criteria had been met. 

South Carolina has continued to contribute to the recovery goals for the wood stork through 

its consistently high number of breeding pairs (currently over 2,000) and successful nests. The 

increase in wood stork numbers in South Carolina is due to intensive e� orts utilizing Section 6 

and State Wildlife Grant funds to create habitat for the species at specifi c locations. 

In addition, techniques for management of rookery habitat and foraging habitat to enhance 

stork use have been developed and implemented. Private landowners have played an integral 

role in the persistence of the species on the landscape. The bird is also beginning to expand its 

range into neighboring North Carolina.

Although there have been great strides in conservation made for important species, without 

much needed funding, states won’t be able to continue these positive trends and stay ahead 

of the pressures that work against these fi sh and wildlife species.

Working Together for the Future 
of all our Precious Resources 
A lot is at stake if we don’t act soon. Every American benefi ts when we have healthy and accessible 

fi sh and wildlife. We need to start down a new path where we invest proactively in conservation 

rather than reactively to avoid contentious endangered species battles that inhibit business, 

slow the economy and pass on the high cost of species recovery to the next generation.

We invite you to join us in our quest to advance a 21st century vision for conservation of 

our valuable natural resources. Please visit OurNatureUSA.com to write a letter to your U.S. 

Representative requesting their support for the Recovering America’s Wildlife Act.
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