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State:  South Carolina  Grant No.: U2-1-HM-1 
 
Grant Title:  Multistate Sandhills Ecological Restoration Project: Alabama, Florida, Georgia, and 
South Carolina 

 
 
 
Grant Start Date:   7/1/2009  Grant End Date:  6/30/2012 

 
Period Covering Report:  October 1, 2010 thru September 30, 2011 

 
Project Costs:  Federal: $100,500          State:  -0-          Total: -0- 

Study/Project Title: Multistate Sandhills Ecological Restoration Project 

Study/Project Objective: To restore the sandhill ecosystem at priority sites on public and private lands in 
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, and South Carolina in order to increase populations of the gopher tortoise and 
other wildlife species.  Conservation of sandhill habitats in these states will be key to avoiding federal 
listing of the tortoise under the Endangered  Species Act and to the long-term persistence of gopher tortoise 
commensal species and other sandhill-associated species.  The requested funds will be used to implement 
the following activities called for in each state's  State Wildlife Action Plan: prescribed fire, eradication of 
invasive exotic species, mechanical or chemical control of encroaching hardwood trees and shrubs, and 
replanting of longleaf pine trees.  Pre- and post-treatment monitoring of vegetation and breeding birds, as 
well as a baseline gopher tortoise survey, will take place on 20% of sites. 

Activity This Period:  No activity on this project in South Carolina during the reporting period.  

Deviations: Due to loss of personnel and a catastrophic fire at one of our other WMAs we were unable to 
complete the monitoring phase of this project. South Carolina will return the unused portion of funds 
intended for monitoring to the partner states and will use the remaining funds for management  activities at 
the designated gopher tortoise preserves in 2011. 

 
Prepared By:  Stephen H. Bennett  Date: September 27, 2011 
 
Note: This grant was closed and the funds returned. 


