


Glassy Mountain Management Plan

A management plan for Glassy Mountain Heritage Preserve was
presented by Jim Sorrow. A motion was passed to approve the
management plan.

Legal Aspects of Undedicating Heritage Preserves

Section 90 of the Heritage Trust Act explains that the Trustee

of a Heritage Preserve is the S.C. Wildlife Commission, therefore
any question about undedicating any part of a preserve is left up
to the Commission. Only entities with the power of eminent domain
can acquire easements on Heritage Preserves. Thus, private property
owners may hot receive easements on Preserves. Buford Mabry stated
that there is no mechanism for undedicating Heritage Preserves. The
Commission has a policy for considering requests for easements. A
procedure that could be followed is for the Heritage Trust Staff to
review a request and make recommendations to the Advisory Board.
The Advisory Board could then make a recommendation to the
Commission. Chairman Drain asked that the three current requests
for easements be discussed at the next HTAB meeting along with the
Commission policy on easements.

Procedure for Approving Conservation Easements

The Conservation Easement Act, which was mailed out with meeting
materials, requires HTAB approval of conservation easements on
property owned by governmental bodies. The procedure is as
follows:

1. The Advisory Board receives a proposed easement from the
governing body.

2. Within 60 days the Board is required to hold a public
hearing on the proposed easement.

3. Within 30 days the Board may approve or disapprove the
proposed easement. The governmental body must hold a public
hearing not less than 30 days and no more than 60 days of
notice of HTAB approval. The local governmental body
council may approve the proposal if they have a 2/3
majority vote.

Since the HTAB convenes quarterly, meeting the time limits for
public hearings could be a problem. Buford Mabry said that the time
constraints, listed in the Act, must be met and a Board member
should preside over the hearing. The HTAB may have to hold special
meetings to approve conservation easements. Buford Mabry suggested
that the staff develop some criteria for evaluating easements and
let Board members review them at the next meeting.

Proposed User Fee for Nonconsumptive Use of Department Owned Lands

A proposal to charge a ree for nonconsumptive users on Wildlife
Department owned 1lands was discussed at the 1last Commission
meeting. Tom Kohlsaat estimated that a $5.00 fee charged to



nonconsumptive users would potentially raise $195,000 per year.
This is based on a U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service survey which
estimated that 8% of the general public travels more than one mile
from home for the primary purpose of viewing wildlife. Mr. Kohlsaat
suggested that a proposed user survey, carried out by the S. C.
Wildlife Department, would shed more light on this issue.

Other Business

Stuart Greeter handed out copies of approximately 20 favorable news
releases on the Heritage Trust Program. He reported that the staff
had been putting in extra time and effort to publicize the
acquisition of several preserves over the last three months.

Linda Lundquist reported that The Nature Conservancy had recently
reached an agreement with Federal Paper Board Company to acquire
two additions to Stevens Creek Heritage Preserve.

Cultural Areas Committee

Bruce Rippeteau handed out posters publicizing South Carolina’s
first archaeology week, which will be held from September 19
through September 26. A listing of events to be held throughout the
state is available.

George Vogt reported that Fort Lamar was discussed at the Cultural
Areas Committee meeting and members decided to wait until further
archaeological work was completed before making a final decision on
expenditures with that project. An acquisition at the Soapstone
Quarry is expected to be completed some time during the next month.
The Legislature passed, and the Governor signed, new legislation
which provides protection for Government owned historic sites and
buildings.

Natural Areas Committee

Whit Gibbons reported that the Natural Areas Committee recommends
approval of the Greenville Watershed property as a Heritage Trust
protection project. He asked Steve Bennett and Jim Sorrow to
explain the significance of the property. They explained that the
Greenville Watershed covers 28,000 acres in two separate tracts.
The properties are integral to the "Mountain Bridge project" and
contain occurrences of rare species.

Tommy Wyche reported that he is a member of a committee assigned to
investigate what should be done with the watershed property. Mr.
Wyche wanted to alert the Heritage Trust Advisory Board that the
city will probably be presenting a proposal for a conservation
easement on the Greenville Watershed. He requested that the Board
be ready to hold a hearing on short notice and return approval to
the Greenville Water Board as soon as possible. He suggested that
the Heritage Trust Advisory Board might receive a proposal by the
end of September.



Ed Drane recommended that the staff and the Board be ready to hold
a public hearing and act on an easement proposal. Stuart Greeter
suggested that the Board could be polled by mail to expedite the
process. A motion to approve the Greenville Watershed property as
a protection project was made and passed.

Budget Committee

Hugh Ryan stated that the Budget Committee had several 1land
acquisition projects to discuss and suggested that the Board go
into Executive Session for that discussion. The Board voted to go
into Executive Session, and upon returning, made a motion to
approve the Heritage Land Trust Fund budget as presented. Additions
to the Heritage Land Trust Fund budget included: 1) Black Creek; 2)
Lewis Ocean Bay Addition; 3) Lewis Ocean Bay Heritage Preserve road
work; 4) contract land protection employee; and; 5) Institute of
Archaeology and Anthropology contract.

Adijourn

The next meeting date was set for November 19, and a motion was
passed to adjourn the meeting.
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