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SOILAND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Union��Soil��and��Water��Conservation��District��was��a��sponsor��for��the��2023��Upstate��
Livestock��Show��held��in��Union,��SC��September��28-30������������.

Exhibitors��from��across��North��Carolina,��South��Carolina,��and��Georgia��came��to��
showcase��their��beef��cattle,��dairy��cattle,��pigs,��and��meat��goats���R�Y�H�U��the��three��day��
event.

The��Upstate��Livestock��Show��is��hosted��annually��by��the��Union��County��Livestock��
Association.

This year, Union County Soil and
Water Conservation District was a
sponsor for the Union County Farm
Show on September 16. Exhibitors
from across North Carolina, South
Carolina, and Georgia came to
showcase old and new tractors and
other equipment.

There were more than 1,900 people
in attendance.

• Assisted with implementation of more than $150,000 for
conservation practices in Union County

• 230 students were involved in the Upstate Livestock Show

• Maintain Watershed Dams

• Host Conservation Poster Contest for 3rd Graders

• Sponsor Upstate Livestock Show and Union
County Farm Show

• Attend Annual SC Conservation Partnership
Conference

Union
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Williamsburg Soil and Water Conservation District purchased a Great Plains 6’ 
no-till grain drill and caddy. The no-till grain drill can be rented for a daily fee 
by anyone in Williamsburg County. Renters must sign a contract and pay before 
using the drill.

No-till drills allow farmers to plant crops such as corn, oats, wheat, rye, and 
soybeans eliminating the use of discs, chisels or plows. This conservation 
practice saves time, reduces soil erosion, increases soil organic matter, improves 
localized water quality, and reduces the need for fertilizer. Rental of the no-till 
drill allows producers and landowners access to a piece of machinery that they 
may not have the funds to purchase. The district is excited to provide this 
service to the producers and landowners in Williamsburg County!

The district provided Forest Trees 
and Invasive Species of SC guides 
to the community. The Forest Trees 
of SC guide lists the identifying 
characteristics of all native SC 
trees. The Invasive Species of 
South Carolina guide gives useful 
information about the many 
invasive shrubs, trees, vines, and 
insects that are found in SC.
Both guides have pictures to help 
identify the tree, plant, or insect. 
Specifically, the Invasive Species 
guide lists details on how the tree or 
plant is spread and suggests an 
alternative native species.

• 2 new District Associate Commissioners joined the board

• 1,500 students were impacted by the many contests and
programs offered by the district

• Workshops and meetings benefited 55 landowners and
attendees

• Educational books impacted 100 adults and 500 students

• Participate in Annual Conservation Contests

• Work with Keep Williamsburg Beautiful to help
control the litter issues in the county

• Continue to work on the grant to assist NRCS with
program delivery

• Provide the grain drill to landowners for
conservation practices

Williamsburg
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York Soil and Water Conservation District's biggest achievement of 2023 is 
participating in York County Schools' Garden Lessons. Students learn about 
gardening and how to produce their own food through educational and hands-
on experiences. So many children don't understand the importance of 
agriculture and the value of being self sustaining. Teaching these students how 
to plant, tend, and cultivate their gardens equips them with fundamental tools 
that they can use and teach to others. Going into classrooms in the spring to 
teach Garden Lessons is, and has always been, a highlight of the district.

York Soil and Water Conservation 
District participated in
Adopt-A-Highway during the 
months of July and December. For 
the year, a total of 10 volunteers 
worked tirelessly for four hours 
picking up a total of 35 bags of 
trash!

Additionally, District Coordinator 
Jones, attended the Catawba 
Riversweep and collected 54 
pounds of trash.

• More than $72,000 of conservation practices were
implemented on 500 acres in York County

• Nearly 1,000 students reached with district conservation
education programs

• Host free, virtual garden lessons for the community

• Grow and develop new programs for local schools
based on changing educational standards

• Continue to grow the relationship with local 4H

• Increase involvement in local environmental events

York
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2023 Conservation 
Award Recipients 

Outstanding Conservation District  
Orangeburg Soil and Water Conservation District 

Outstanding Conservation District Commissioner
 Barry Jurs, Berkeley SWCD 

Watershed District of the Year
Cane Creek Watershed District 

Outstanding Watershed District Director 
Roland Vaillancourt, South Tyger Watershed Board 

Outstanding District Employee|
QQuinton Epps, Richland SWCD 

Conservation Educator of the Year (K-6) 
Dr. Sarah Burnham, Richland County 

Conservation Educator of the Year (7-12)
 Kimberly Stokes, Kershaw County 

SC Envirothon State Champions 
Spartanburg Day School A Team
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SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

*All reports were collected from individual district and
SCACD representatives. SCDNR-CD team compiled
and edited individual reports to ensure consistency.

**Cover photo taken by Cindy Thompson, SCDNR

Contacts & Acronyms
Contacts
Tyler Brown, SCDNR-CD Program Manager, 
brownty@dnr.sc.gov

Brooke Myres, SCDNR-CD Field Operations and 
Program Development Manager / SC Envirothon 
Coordinator, myresb@dnr.sc.gov

Jessica Egan, SCDNR-CD Upstate Conservation 
Districts Coordinator, eganj@dnr.sc.gov

Jennifer Morris, SCDNR-CD Lowstate 
Conservation Districts Coordinator, 
morrisj@dnr.sc.gov

John Hayes, SCDNR-CD Watershed Districts 
Coordinator, hayesj@dnr.sc.gov

Jordan Baker, SCDNR-CD Administrative 
Assistant, bakerj@dnr.sc.gov

Tina Blum, SCACD Executive Director,
2scacd@gmail.com

Local SWCD contact information can be found here: 
https://www.dnr.sc.gov/conservation

Acronyms
APHIS - Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service

CSP - Conservation Stewardship Program

EQIP - Environmental Quality Incentives Program

EPA - Environmental Protection Agency

EWP - Emergency Watershed Program

FFA - Future Farmers of America

FY - Fiscal Year (federal 10/01/22-09/31/2023; state
07/01/23-06/30/24)

KSCB - Keep South Carolina Beautiful

LWG - Local Work Group

NACD - National Association of Conservation Districts 

NASCA - National Association of State Conservation Agencies 

NCF - National Conservation Foundation

NCFE - National Conservation Foundation Envirothon

NFWF - National Fish and Wildlife Service

NRCS - Natural Resources Conservation Service

PLEAF - Palmetto Leadership for the Environment, Agriculture, 
and Forestry 

PLT - Project Learning Tree

SCACD - South Carolina Association of Conservation Districts

SCCDEA - South Carolina Conservation Districts Employees 
Association

SCDHEC - South Carolina Department of Health and 
Environmental Control

SCDNR-CD - South Carolina Department of Natural Resources -
Conservation Districts

SWCD - Soil and Water Conservation District

TA - Technical Assistance

USDA - United States of Department of Agriculture
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� e South Carolina Department of Natural Resources prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, gender, color, national origin, religion, disability or 
age. Direct inquiries to the O�  ce of Human Resources, P.0. Box 167, Columbia, S.C. 29202.
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