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Union District was a sponsor for
the Union County Farm Show
on September 20. Exhibitors
from North Carolina, South
Carolina, and Georgia came to
showcase old and new tractors
and other equipment. There
were over 2,000 people in
attendance.

The district also sponsored a
student to attend SC
Commissioner's School for
Agriculture.Union��Soil��and��Water��Conservation��District��(district)��hosted��their��annual��

conservation��poster��contest.��The��theme��for��2025��was��"Home��is��Where��the��
Habitat���es"��which���m�o�l�j�l�q�`�_��the��essential�p��plants��and��animals��need��to��
survive.��In��2025,��56��third��grade��students��submitted��posters��into��the��
district's��poster��contest��from��five��local��schools:��Monarch��Elementary,��
Buffalo��Elementary,��Foster��Park��Elementary,��Jonesville��Elementary,��and��
Union��Christian��Day��School.��First,��second,��and��third��place��winners��
received��a��cash��prize��as��well��as��the��teacher��with��the��most��posters��
submitted.

• 500 acres were planted utilizing the district's two no-till
drills

• Assisted with the implementation of more than $440,511
on 3,104 acres in Union District

• Maintain Watershed District dams

• Host Conservation Poster Contest for 3rd Grade

• Sponsor Union County Farm Show

• Commissioners to attend Annual SC
Conservation Partnership Conference

Union
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Williamsburg Soil and Water Conservation District (district) holds a poster
contest each year for lower grade classes. The winning class of the
contest in 2025 was Mrs. Burks’s third grade class at Williamsburg
Academy. The class submitted a great poster showcasing the stewardship
week topic “Home is Where the Habitat is.” The students did an in-depth
study about the many habitats in South Carolina from the mountains to the
mid-lands to the coast. They also investigated the different inhabitants of
each region and their effect on the environment. Mrs. Burks said the group
worked diligently on their poster even during recesses and breaks. They
found the theme very interesting and eagerly learned important data about
the homes of the animals in each area. The class celebrated their victory
with a pizza party supplied by the district. The essay contest and other
school contests help to educate youth on the importance of conservation
and encourages them to get involved.

Each year the Williamsburg
District offers teachers the
chance to apply for funds to
assist with conservation
education in their classroom.
The winner of the award in
2025 was Ms. Thomas of
Hemingway Middle School. Ms.
Thomas chose to take her class
to the SC State Museum where
they could learn and explore
history and science. The 6th
grade class of 30 visited the
museum in May.

• Create a mini grant for schools to visit state
parks or conservation sites

• Hire an intern to assist with office business

• Partner with Keep Williamsburg Beautiful

• Send students to conservation camps

• No-till drill planted 148 acres of conservation tillage

• Partnered with Keep Williamsburg Beautiful to remove
1,600 pounds of trash from the land and river

• 2,310 students reached by educational programs

• 14,940 acres enrolled in conservation programs

Williamsburg
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In 2023, Associate Commissioner Williams expressed his concern about 
the upkeep of the Rock Hill Blackjacks Heritage Preserve to the York Soil 
and Water Conservation District (district) board. Rock Hill Blackjacks 
Heritage Preserve, located within York County, is home to the Schweinitz 
Sunflower which has been federally endangered since 1991. The board 
took Mr. William's concern into consideration, researched the property, 
and wrote letters to local legislators as well as SCDNR. On September 3rd, 
2025, York District board, local legislators, including SC Congressman 
Randy Ligon and SC Senator Everett Tubbs, and SCDNR staff met to 
discuss concerns and visit the property. While visiting the property, SCDNR 
staff provided a plan to resolve the concerns and collaborate with the 
district. Since then, local legislators have worked to see that management 
of the property has changed and the district hopes to see the potential of 
the preserve to be reached.

In July 2025, York District was
invited to teach a class to a
local summer camp located at
Curtin Farms. Staff taught a
lesson about pollinators in
which students learned which
fruits and vegetables need
pollinating insects and which
ones can survive without.
Students also went home with
seeds to grow their own
pollinator gardens!

• Increase education outreach through school
involvement, fairs, and workshops

• Increase social media reach through various
platforms

• Increase District Affiliate Member
involvement

• 1,620 seed packets distributed to local libraries

• Reached over 1,800 adults and 1,300 youth through
social media, local work group, classroom lessons, seed
libraries, and banquets

• Sold 125 feet of geotextile filter fabric

York
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2024 Conservation 
Award Recipients 

Conservation District 
of the Year

Greenville Soil and Water 
Conservation District

Conservation District 
Commissioner of the Year

Kirby Player, Pickens Soil and 
Water Conservation District

Conservation District 
Employee of the Year
Sonya Terry, Aiken Soil and 
Water Conservation District
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2024 Conservation 
Award Recipients 

Watershed Conservation 
District of the Year
Little Lynches Watershed 

Conservation District

Watershed Conservation 
District Director of the Year

James D. Little, Cane Creek 
Watershed Conservation District 

Conservation Educator of the 
Year - Secondary Level (7-12)

Katie Martin, Lakewood Middle 
School in Greenville, SC

*Pictured are award recipients that were honored at the 2025 SC Conservation Partnership
Conference in recognition of their 2024 service to conservation in South Carolina.
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 Acronyms 

APHIS - Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 

ACEP - Agricultural Conservation Easement Program 

CSP - Conservation Stewardship Program 

EQIP - Environmental Quality Incentives Program 

EEASC - Environmental Education Association of South Carolina 

EWP - Emergency Watershed Program 

FY - Fiscal Year (federal 10/01/24-09/31/2025; state 07/01/24-06/30/25) 

KSCB - Keep South Carolina Beautiful 

LWG - Local Work Group 

NACD - National Association of Conservation Districts 

NASCA - National Association of State Conservation Agencies 

NCF - National Conservation Foundation 

NCFE - National Conservation Foundation Envirothon 

NRCS - Natural Resources Conservation Service 

RPP - Regenerative Pilot Program 

SCACD - South Carolina Association of Conservation Districts 

SCCDEA - South Carolina Conservation Districts Employees Association 

SCDES - South Carolina Department of Environmental Services 

SCDNR-CD - South Carolina Department of Natural Resources-Conservation Districts 

District - Soil and Water Conservation District 

TA - Technical Assistance 

USDA - United States of Department of Agriculture 

SCFC - South Carolina Forestry Commission 

SCCDF - South Carolina Conservation Districts Foundation 

FSA - Farm Service Agency
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SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

Contacts 
SCACD 
Ann-Lamar Tuten, Executive Director, 
atuten@scacd.org 

SC Conservation Districts Foundation
Sterling Sadler, Chair,
s.sadler5948@gmail.com

Marc Cribb, Secretary, 
3scacd@gmail.com

Kirby Player, Fundraising Chair, 
kplayer@clemson.edu

Local Districts 
Contact information can be found through choosing 
desired county from list at this website: dnr.sc.gov/
conservation or scanning the QR code below.

SCDNR-Conservation Districts 
Tyler Brown, Program Manager, 
brownty@dnr.sc.gov 

Brooke Myres, Field Operations and Program 
Development Manager, myresb@dnr.sc.gov 

Katherine Hoffman, West Piedmont Conservation 
Districts Coordinator, hoffmankm@dnr.sc.gov 

Cameron Sabin, East Piedmont Conservation 
Districts Coordinator, sabinc@dnr.sc.gov 

Mary Bracey, Pee Dee Conservation Districts 
Coordinator, braceym@dnr.sc.gov 

Jennifer Morris, Edisto-Savannah Valley 
Conservation Districts Coordinator, 
morrisj@dnr.sc.gov 

Jessica Egan, Program Development 
Coordinator, eganj@dnr.sc.gov 

John Hayes, Watershed Districts Coordinator, 
hayesj@dnr.sc.gov 

Jordan Baker, Administrative Assistant, 
bakerj@dnr.sc.gov 

*All reports were collected from individual district, SCACD, SCCDF, and USDA-NRCS representatives.
SCDNR-Conservation Districts compiled and edited individual reports to ensure consistency.

**Cover photo taken on Commissioner Bonnie Cann's Farm in Abbeville County by Jessica Egan, SCDNR. 
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The South Carolina Department of Natural Resources prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, gender, color, national origin, religion, 
disability or age. Direct inquiries to the Office of Human Resources, P.0. Box 167, Columbia, S.C. 29202.
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