
Biggest Achievement of 2021 

2022 District Plans Conservation by the Numbers 

Other otable
Accomplishments 

SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
Aiken

Our outreach effort was our biggest achievement of 2021. In February, we
planted oak trees donated from Stockhaven Nursery, owner Vince Furtick
(former commissioner), at 5 different elementary schools with the help of
several Commissioners. We also participated in North Augusta's Earth Day.
We increased our annual scholarship award from $1,000 to $2,500 awarded to
a deserving senior in Aiken County. We also participated in the NACD Poster
Contest with 123 entries with cash prizes given to the winners in each age
category. We also had a booth at SEED Day at USCA where over 2,500
students from Aiken County attended. We also hosted the Edisto/Savannah
Area Meeting at the Historic Train Museum where we enjoyed a trolley tour of
the historic areas in Aiken, were welcomed by Mayor Rick Osbon, and heard
from our SCACD President, Jeff Wilson. Finally, we completed our 3rd year
of our Mobile Irrigation Pilot Program to bring water savings to South
Carolina.

5k students from Mead Hall 
Episcopal School learned about the 
benefit of planting trees

2021 Thomas W. McElmurray
Scholarship Winner, Dawson
Holsomback

• 827 acres planted through no-till drill rentals

• Assisted with implementation of over $2 million for 
conservation practices in Aiken County

• Taught over 100 students about conservation through 
planting trees and Green Step School projects

• Over 3,000 students were reached via booths at local events

• Participate in SC Envirothon

• District booth at City of Aiken Earth Day and
SEED Day at USCA

• Host 2 workshops for Mobile Irrigation Pilot
Program and our Annual Agriculture Awareness Day

• Participate in NACD Poster Contest

Poster contest entries and award
winners with their teacher

October SEED Day at USCA.
We planted microgreens with
the Aiken County students.
There were more than 2,500 in
attendance.
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Conservation Districts assist with NRCS Farm Bill Programs which brought over $72 million to South Carolina’s 

private lands for conservation implementation in federal FY21.

Over 30,000 students were reached by conservation district youth oriented programs such as school gardening, seed 

libraries, SC Envirothon, Arbor Day and Earth Day events, stormwater education, scholarships, and conservation 

related contests, etc. 

More than 20,000 adults were educated on varying conservation topics including Farm Bill Programs, pollinator 

promotion, stormwater mitigation, invasive species control, prescribed fire, water quality and conservation, habitat 

restoration, land easements, etc. 

Over 4,000 acres statewide were impacted by conservation rental equipment available through conservation districts 

(no-till drills, prescribed fire equipment, hog traps, etc.). 

SC Envirothon State Champions took 3rd place overall at the 2021 international NCF-Envirothon Competition 

competing against teams from the US, Canada, and China. 

Programs involving land easements, habitat restoration, invasive species removal, water conservation, watershed 

improvement, litter removal, and conservation education are just a handful of the vast conservation topics 
implemented statewide by Conservation Districts. 

State FY22 Conservation District Funding 

For every $1 of state appropriated funds to 

Conservation Districts, $5 on average is  

leveraged to implement conservation 

programs in South Carolina.

District State 

Funding 16% 

District Partner 

Funding 84% 

Soil and Water 
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