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Other otable
Accomplishment 

SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

Biggest Achievement of 2021 

Barnwell

Susan Birt was elected to office in the November 2020 General Election. The
new term began February 1, 2021 and will expire January 31, 2025.

Birt took the oath of office as a Commissioner of the Barnwell Soil and Water
Conservation District on April 1, 2021 at the USDA Service Center.

Sonja Hiers, NRCS Soil Conservation Technician, swore in Birt to serve a four
year term as non-salaried District Commissioner. She will serve as a volunteer
to help protect and preserve natural resources in Barnwell County.

• Assisted with implementation of over $1.9 million for 
conservation practices in Barnwell County

• 10,268 acres in Barnwell County were enrolled in 
conservation programs

• Attain 50+ affiliate memberships

• Get back into schools for Conservation Education

• Participate in the NACD Poster Contest

Tammy Mathias was hired
under the NACD TA grant. She
provided administrative and
technical assistance to
conservation program contract
participants. She and her
husband, Tripp, live on the
family farm in Ulmer. Living
and working with Tripp on the
farm has shown her the
importance of good
conservation practices and
being a good steward of the
land.
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Conservation Districts assist with NRCS Farm Bill Programs which brought over $72 million to South Carolina’s 

private lands for conservation implementation in federal FY21.

Over 30,000 students were reached by conservation district youth oriented programs such as school gardening, seed 

libraries, SC Envirothon, Arbor Day and Earth Day events, stormwater education, scholarships, and conservation 

related contests, etc. 

More than 20,000 adults were educated on varying conservation topics including Farm Bill Programs, pollinator 

promotion, stormwater mitigation, invasive species control, prescribed fire, water quality and conservation, habitat 

restoration, land easements, etc. 

Over 4,000 acres statewide were impacted by conservation rental equipment available through conservation districts 

(no-till drills, prescribed fire equipment, hog traps, etc.). 

SC Envirothon State Champions took 3rd place overall at the 2021 international NCF-Envirothon Competition 

competing against teams from the US, Canada, and China. 

Programs involving land easements, habitat restoration, invasive species removal, water conservation, watershed 

improvement, litter removal, and conservation education are just a handful of the vast conservation topics 
implemented statewide by Conservation Districts. 

State FY22 Conservation District Funding 

For every $1 of state appropriated funds to 

Conservation Districts, $5 on average is  

leveraged to implement conservation 

programs in South Carolina.

District State 

Funding 16% 

District Partner 

Funding 84% 

Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts - 2021 Impact

2




