
Biggest Achievement of 2021 

2022 District Plans Conservation by the Numbers 

Other otable  
Accomplishments 

SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
Chester

Chester SWCD sponsored three conservation contests for students living or 
attending school in Chester County. The first contest was the Essay Contest 
for 6th-8th graders which was judged by three local volunteers and former 
teachers. Next was the Digital Photography Contest for students in grades
5-12. The third conservation contest was the Poster Contest for K5-5th graders. 
All three contests incorporated the 2021 Stewardship Theme of "Healthy 
Forests = Healthy Communities".

The top three entries in each of the contests were presented certificates and a 
monetary award.

Our district was so pleased to once again be allowed to deliver the awards to 
the schools in person and interact with the students, teachers, and 
administrators of each school in our district as well as the home school 
participants.

Poster Contest 1st, 2nd and 3rd
place winners from Chester Park
School of the Arts along with their
teachers and principal.

Lewisville Middle School students
that placed in the Conservation
Essay Contest after the award
presentation at their school.

• Chairman Allen L. Beer is the longest serving active
commissioner in South Carolina: 1973-present

• 2021 Vice Chair Jeff Wilson served as SCACD President

• 336 Chester County acres were planted utilizing district
no-till seed drills

• Outreach: 2 scholarships awarded, 70 conservation contest
entries, 2 Camp Woodie campers supported with partial tuition

• Reinstate Conservation Bulletin Board Contest and
increase participation in contests and outreach

• Commissioners and staff attend SC Conservation
Partnership Conference and other trainings

• Host Affiliate & Awards Banquet in March

• Work with Rocky Creek and Tinkers Creek
Watershed Directors to maintain watershed dams

A major maintenance project
was completed at Rocky Creek
Watershed Dam #6 (D0213).
The work included clearing,
grubbing, filling, and seeding.

The Arbor Day Project was a
huge success. 46 apple trees and
30 shrubs/pollinators were
given away to be planted in
Chester County soil.
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Conservation Districts assist with NRCS Farm Bill Programs which brought over $72 million to South Carolina’s 

private lands for conservation implementation in federal FY21.

Over 30,000 students were reached by conservation district youth oriented programs such as school gardening, seed 

libraries, SC Envirothon, Arbor Day and Earth Day events, stormwater education, scholarships, and conservation 

related contests, etc. 

More than 20,000 adults were educated on varying conservation topics including Farm Bill Programs, pollinator 

promotion, stormwater mitigation, invasive species control, prescribed fire, water quality and conservation, habitat 

restoration, land easements, etc. 

Over 4,000 acres statewide were impacted by conservation rental equipment available through conservation districts 

(no-till drills, prescribed fire equipment, hog traps, etc.). 

SC Envirothon State Champions took 3rd place overall at the 2021 international NCF-Envirothon Competition 

competing against teams from the US, Canada, and China. 

Programs involving land easements, habitat restoration, invasive species removal, water conservation, watershed 

improvement, litter removal, and conservation education are just a handful of the vast conservation topics 
implemented statewide by Conservation Districts. 

State FY22 Conservation District Funding 

For every $1 of state appropriated funds to 

Conservation Districts, $5 on average is  

leveraged to implement conservation 

programs in South Carolina.

District State 

Funding 16% 

District Partner 

Funding 84% 

Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts - 2021 Impact
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