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Other otable
Accomplishments 

SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
Chesterfield

The Chesterfield Soil and Water Conservation District partnered with the 
Sandhills Longleaf Pine Conservation Partnership to assist local Red Cockaded 
Woodpeckers (RCW) to expand onto private properties for the first time. After 
assisting three landowners to improve RCW habitat and enter the SCDNR Safe 
Harbor Program, twelve artificial nest cavities were installed to allow nearby 
RCW colonies room to expand outside public lands in Chesterfield County. 
Trail cameras revealed consistent RCW activity at eight sites this spring where 
birds created pitch wells and used the cavities for roost sites. In June, one pair  
was observed feeding a brood of chicks in one cavity. Ongoing habitat 
maintenance and additional areas of improvement will hopefully increase nest 
sites next spring. For RCW to reach full recovery numbers and be removed 
from the Endangered Species List, private landowner participation in habitat 
restoration is critical. The Chesterfield SWCD continues to work with other 
landowners to educate and encourage them to manage suitable properties to 
benefit this key species.

A pair of Red Cockaded
Woodpeckers create pitch wells
around an artificial nest cavity
creating sap flow that will protect
the nest from predators.

Local scouts and 4H members
participate in restoring native
vegetation on property where they
previously witnessed the
installation of RCW nest cavities.

• 109 landowners assisted with active EQIP and CSP contracts
to protect 14,121 acres in Chesterfield County

• 31 landowners funded with new NFWF agreements to
improve 916 acres

• 103 landowners assisted with new EQIP and CSP
applications

• Apply for tenth National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation grant

• Assist landowners to establish and maintain at least
2,500 acres of longleaf habitat

• Assist 10 landowners in becoming certified
prescribed fire managers

The Chesterfield SWCD
continues to educate and work
with landowners about the
benefits and techniques of
implementing prescribed fire.

The SWCD received $300,000
in grant funds from the National
Fish and Wildlife Foundation to
assist landowners create and
maintain longleaf pine habitat.
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Conservation Districts assist with NRCS Farm Bill Programs which brought over $72 million to South Carolina’s 

private lands for conservation implementation in federal FY21.

Over 30,000 students were reached by conservation district youth oriented programs such as school gardening, seed 

libraries, SC Envirothon, Arbor Day and Earth Day events, stormwater education, scholarships, and conservation 

related contests, etc. 

More than 20,000 adults were educated on varying conservation topics including Farm Bill Programs, pollinator 

promotion, stormwater mitigation, invasive species control, prescribed fire, water quality and conservation, habitat 

restoration, land easements, etc. 

Over 4,000 acres statewide were impacted by conservation rental equipment available through conservation districts 

(no-till drills, prescribed fire equipment, hog traps, etc.). 

SC Envirothon State Champions took 3rd place overall at the 2021 international NCF-Envirothon Competition 

competing against teams from the US, Canada, and China. 

Programs involving land easements, habitat restoration, invasive species removal, water conservation, watershed 

improvement, litter removal, and conservation education are just a handful of the vast conservation topics 
implemented statewide by Conservation Districts. 

State FY22 Conservation District Funding 

For every $1 of state appropriated funds to 

Conservation Districts, $5 on average is  

leveraged to implement conservation 

programs in South Carolina.

District State 

Funding 16% 

District Partner 

Funding 84% 
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