
Biggest Achievement of 2021 

2022 District Plans Conservation by the Numbers 

Other otable
Accomplishment 

SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
Colleton

The Colleton County Rice Festival in Walterboro, South Carolina was founded 
in 1976. The Festival celebrates the rich heritage of rice in the community and 
the beauty of the Lowcountry. The Rice Festival is an annual event featuring 
arts and crafts, fireworks, concessions, educational booths, music, rice cooking 
contest, parade, and many more family activities.

In 2021, the Colleton SWCD participated in the Rice Festival. Our booth was 
dedicated to protecting the pollinators - specifically the Honeybee. Children 
and adults were drawn to the Honeybee Hive display. They were interested in 
learning more about the important role of honeybees and other pollinators. 
Honey sticks were offered to those who wanted a taste of honey. Educational 
materials were also handed out to all age groups.

• Assisted with 53 new conservation program contracts for
farmers/landowners in Colleton County

• 3,473 acres in Colleton County are enrolled in conservation
programs

• Attain new Affiliate Members

• Participate in the Annual Rice Festival

• Encourage participation in the poster and essay 
contests

• Celebrate Soil and Water Stewardship Week

In South Carolina over 4,500 
youth are reached through 4-H 
programs. A series of 6 lessons 
are provided by the agents to 
youth of various ages. These 
lessons focus on the importance 
of water, fruits, and vegetables; 
the importance of whole grains, 
eating breakfast, reducing fat in 
our diet; and reading labels. The 
district made a donation to 
Clemson Extension to support 
the 4-H Club Programs in our 
County.
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Conservation Districts assist with NRCS Farm Bill Programs which brought over $72 million to South Carolina’s 

private lands for conservation implementation in federal FY21.

Over 30,000 students were reached by conservation district youth oriented programs such as school gardening, seed 

libraries, SC Envirothon, Arbor Day and Earth Day events, stormwater education, scholarships, and conservation 

related contests, etc. 

More than 20,000 adults were educated on varying conservation topics including Farm Bill Programs, pollinator 

promotion, stormwater mitigation, invasive species control, prescribed fire, water quality and conservation, habitat 

restoration, land easements, etc. 

Over 4,000 acres statewide were impacted by conservation rental equipment available through conservation districts 

(no-till drills, prescribed fire equipment, hog traps, etc.). 

SC Envirothon State Champions took 3rd place overall at the 2021 international NCF-Envirothon Competition 

competing against teams from the US, Canada, and China. 

Programs involving land easements, habitat restoration, invasive species removal, water conservation, watershed 

improvement, litter removal, and conservation education are just a handful of the vast conservation topics 
implemented statewide by Conservation Districts. 

State FY22 Conservation District Funding 

For every $1 of state appropriated funds to 

Conservation Districts, $5 on average is  

leveraged to implement conservation 

programs in South Carolina.

District State 

Funding 16% 

District Partner 

Funding 84% 

Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts - 2021 Impact
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