
Biggest Achievement of 2021 

2022 District Plans Conservation by the Numbers 

Other otable
Accomplishment 

SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
Darlington

The Darlington Soil and Water Conservation District has been recognizing
outstanding conservation farmers since 1969 with its annual "Conservation
Farmer of the Year" Award. The award recognizes a farmer's outstanding
application and use of conservation best management practices promoted by
the district's programs and the Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS). These farmers often go above and beyond this criteria and serve as
dynamic advocates for sound conservation practices benefiting soil, water, the
economy, quality of life and the future. The 2020-2021 award was given to
Windham Family Farms.

• Assisted in installation of gardens in Darlington County
schools and libraries

• Litter events occurred through the new Litter Pickup
Program established with partnership between the district and
Darlington High School

• $1,450 went towards Darlington District projects

• Install more school gardens

• Participate in the NACD Poster Contest

• Host 2 youth or landowner workshops on pertinent 
conservation topics

• Attain 25 affiliate memberships

• Increase outreach and education

The district purchased a pallet 
of canned goods to donate to 
The Lord Cares. The Lord 
Cares is a local ministry that 
provides food and assistance to 
those who need it in Darlington 
County. By donating food 
we’re feeding people, 
supporting local communities, 
and saving all the resources that 
went into producing that food 
from going to waste. Also, 
buying locally from McCall 
Farms the food doesn't create a 
large carbon footprint through 
long truck trips. This cuts down 
on fuel consumption and air 
pollution.
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Conservation Districts assist with NRCS Farm Bill Programs which brought over $72 million to South Carolina’s 

private lands for conservation implementation in federal FY21.

Over 30,000 students were reached by conservation district youth oriented programs such as school gardening, seed 

libraries, SC Envirothon, Arbor Day and Earth Day events, stormwater education, scholarships, and conservation 

related contests, etc. 

More than 20,000 adults were educated on varying conservation topics including Farm Bill Programs, pollinator 

promotion, stormwater mitigation, invasive species control, prescribed fire, water quality and conservation, habitat 

restoration, land easements, etc. 

Over 4,000 acres statewide were impacted by conservation rental equipment available through conservation districts 

(no-till drills, prescribed fire equipment, hog traps, etc.). 

SC Envirothon State Champions took 3rd place overall at the 2021 international NCF-Envirothon Competition 

competing against teams from the US, Canada, and China. 

Programs involving land easements, habitat restoration, invasive species removal, water conservation, watershed 

improvement, litter removal, and conservation education are just a handful of the vast conservation topics 
implemented statewide by Conservation Districts. 

State FY22 Conservation District Funding 

For every $1 of state appropriated funds to 

Conservation Districts, $5 on average is  

leveraged to implement conservation 

programs in South Carolina.

District State 

Funding 16% 

District Partner 

Funding 84% 
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