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Other otable
Accomplishments 

SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

Biggest Achievement of 2021 

Florence

Florence Conservation District Commissioner Sterling Sadler was inducted 
into the Southeast Region Hall of Fame for 2021 at the Southeast meeting 
which was held in Gulf Shores, Alabama in August. Nine states and two 
territories comprise the Southeast Region. Each recognized leaders from their 
states and territories.

Sadler received the honor in recognition of her almost fifty years of service to 
Conservation Districts locally, statewide, and nationally. She works through 
the Florence Conservation District to immerse children and adults in the 
natural resources through conservation education to build their understanding 
of the value of our natural resources and the importance of assuring those 
resources will be here for generations to come. Her two terms of president of 
the SCACD was marked by a strengthening of the partnership between 
Conservation Districts and SCDNR and her service continued with service at 
the national level as the SC National Director for SCACD.

Under Sterling's leadership the Florence Conservation District partnered with 
Florence County to build the Environmental Discovery Center at Lynches 
River County Park. The Center offers conservation education experiences to 
young and old alike in the heart of Florence County. Each year several 
thousand people experience nature from the ground to the tops of the trees on 
tree top canopy walks. Schools utilize the resource by bringing classes to the 
Center. The staff also provides in class programming.

• Assisted with implementation of over $1.5 million for
conservation practices in Florence County

• 15,205 acres are enrolled in conservation programs in
Florence County

• Coordinate a program to bring awareness of
stopping litter on the roads in the Florence
Conservation District

• Work with Florence School Districts to provide
information and instruction on conservation practices
needed for successful food gardens

• Provide locally led conservation measures for
landowners and land uses in Florence County

Young pines and hay land
production in Florence County.
Photo by Joey Frazier, SC
Wildlife Magazine.

Working to stop harmful runoff
into important water bodies in
the district such as Lynches
River. Photo by Joey Frazier,
SC Wildlife Magazine.
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Conservation Districts assist with NRCS Farm Bill Programs which brought over $72 million to South Carolina’s 

private lands for conservation implementation in federal FY21.

Over 30,000 students were reached by conservation district youth oriented programs such as school gardening, seed 

libraries, SC Envirothon, Arbor Day and Earth Day events, stormwater education, scholarships, and conservation 

related contests, etc. 

More than 20,000 adults were educated on varying conservation topics including Farm Bill Programs, pollinator 

promotion, stormwater mitigation, invasive species control, prescribed fire, water quality and conservation, habitat 

restoration, land easements, etc. 

Over 4,000 acres statewide were impacted by conservation rental equipment available through conservation districts 

(no-till drills, prescribed fire equipment, hog traps, etc.). 

SC Envirothon State Champions took 3rd place overall at the 2021 international NCF-Envirothon Competition 

competing against teams from the US, Canada, and China. 

Programs involving land easements, habitat restoration, invasive species removal, water conservation, watershed 

improvement, litter removal, and conservation education are just a handful of the vast conservation topics 
implemented statewide by Conservation Districts. 

State FY22 Conservation District Funding 

For every $1 of state appropriated funds to 

Conservation Districts, $5 on average is  

leveraged to implement conservation 

programs in South Carolina.

District State 

Funding 16% 

District Partner 

Funding 84% 

Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts - 2021 Impact

2




