
Biggest Achievement of 2021 

2022 District Plans Conservation by the Numbers 

Other otable
Accomplishments 

SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
Kershaw

The Continuous Learning Center (CLC) and Wateree Elementary School
(WES) were recipients of the Kershaw Conservation District's Education 
Mini-Grant program. Each school received up to $1,000 that supported 
conservation-related student projects. These grants were competitive in nature 
and made available to all Kershaw County Schools.

In CLC's "We G.R.O.W" (Goal-Oriented, Respectful, Optimistic, and Wise) 
Program, students constructed picnic tables and built vegetable gardens. The  
outdoor classroom project reflected the school's mission where students will 
"plant the seeds" (set goals), "nurture the seeds" (be respectful), and "watch 
them grow" (remain optimistic and make wise decisions to enhance growth). 
The Woman's Missionary Union at First Baptist Church of Camden provided 
supplemental resources for the project.

Students at Wateree Elementary School's West Wateree Early Learning 
Academy worked with teachers and a master gardener to plant a garden using 
natural materials. After the food was harvested in the "We're Growing 
Healthy... Students and Plants" Project, a local chef prepared the produce so  
the students could taste what they grew.

These mini-grant opportunities played a very significant role in keeping 
conservation on the ground during the onset of the pandemic. Not only
did it give the schools the freedom to choose their conservation practices, but 
did so in such a way that supported new guidelines in the School District with 
regards to limited outside contact.

• 125 landowners served with technical assistance to put
conservation on the ground

• 150 students educated about storm water and watersheds

• 200 students taught about Healthy Forests

• 150 students educated about water conservation and
pollution

• Coordinate an "Adopt a Highway" service project

• Host 2 PLT Workshops for teachers

• Sponsor an SC Envirothon team

• Coordinate a Stewardship Week Campaign

• Provide a Seed Library to residents

Earth Day Fare at a local
elementary school where
students demonstrated storm
water run off.

The City of Camden
Landscapers partnered with the
Conservation District in
planting trees at a new
environmental park.
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Conservation Districts assist with NRCS Farm Bill Programs which brought over $72 million to South Carolina’s 

private lands for conservation implementation in federal FY21.

Over 30,000 students were reached by conservation district youth oriented programs such as school gardening, seed 

libraries, SC Envirothon, Arbor Day and Earth Day events, stormwater education, scholarships, and conservation 

related contests, etc. 

More than 20,000 adults were educated on varying conservation topics including Farm Bill Programs, pollinator 

promotion, stormwater mitigation, invasive species control, prescribed fire, water quality and conservation, habitat 

restoration, land easements, etc. 

Over 4,000 acres statewide were impacted by conservation rental equipment available through conservation districts 

(no-till drills, prescribed fire equipment, hog traps, etc.). 

SC Envirothon State Champions took 3rd place overall at the 2021 international NCF-Envirothon Competition 

competing against teams from the US, Canada, and China. 

Programs involving land easements, habitat restoration, invasive species removal, water conservation, watershed 

improvement, litter removal, and conservation education are just a handful of the vast conservation topics 
implemented statewide by Conservation Districts. 

State FY22 Conservation District Funding 

For every $1 of state appropriated funds to 

Conservation Districts, $5 on average is  

leveraged to implement conservation 

programs in South Carolina.

District State 

Funding 16% 

District Partner 

Funding 84% 

Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts - 2021 Impact
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