
Biggest Achievement of 2021 

2022 District Plans Conservation by the Numbers 

Other otable
Accomplishments 

SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
Laurens

Team Ecology is a week long program for all the public school 3rd graders 
of Laurens County. Students typically visit the Adair Outdoor Education 
Center and rotate through nine teaching stations, staffed almost entirely by  
volunteers. The children learn about watersheds, landfills, composting,
soils, air quality, recycling, and native wildlife. We also include an ecofriendly 
art project and nature hike. Even though we live in a rural area, many of these 
students have never spent time in a forest.

In 2020, we had to cancel Team Ecology due to COVID, so in 2021, we were 
determined to get as much knowledge to the schools as possible. Our District 
Coordinator, Director at the Adair Center, and a handful of dedicated people 
put together a virtual program. The local Sheriff's office helped us deliver 
supply packets to over 60 classrooms, including the ones that missed Team 
Ecology in 2020. Teachers and students responded extremely well and we 
now have the virtual version to fall back on in the future. Plans for this year's 
in person program are now underway and we truly hope to have the kids back 
in nature.

• 1,222 acres in Laurens County were enrolled in conservation
programs

• 2,465 acres were treated with conservation practices

• 1,184 students were taught about protecting our natural
resources

• Partner with the new Keep Laurens County 
Beautiful Program

• Sponsor Youth Livestock Shows

• Visit classrooms with our animal ambassador, Andy 
the opossum

With the help of the Laurens
County Master Gardeners and
FFA Groups from both of our
high schools, we installed an
educational pollinator garden.

Our annual photo contest
received a record number of
entries and the winners will be
honored at the Awards Banquet
in March.
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Conservation Districts assist with NRCS Farm Bill Programs which brought over $72 million to South Carolina’s 

private lands for conservation implementation in federal FY21.

Over 30,000 students were reached by conservation district youth oriented programs such as school gardening, seed 

libraries, SC Envirothon, Arbor Day and Earth Day events, stormwater education, scholarships, and conservation 

related contests, etc. 

More than 20,000 adults were educated on varying conservation topics including Farm Bill Programs, pollinator 

promotion, stormwater mitigation, invasive species control, prescribed fire, water quality and conservation, habitat 

restoration, land easements, etc. 

Over 4,000 acres statewide were impacted by conservation rental equipment available through conservation districts 

(no-till drills, prescribed fire equipment, hog traps, etc.). 

SC Envirothon State Champions took 3rd place overall at the 2021 international NCF-Envirothon Competition 

competing against teams from the US, Canada, and China. 

Programs involving land easements, habitat restoration, invasive species removal, water conservation, watershed 

improvement, litter removal, and conservation education are just a handful of the vast conservation topics 
implemented statewide by Conservation Districts. 

State FY22 Conservation District Funding 

For every $1 of state appropriated funds to 

Conservation Districts, $5 on average is  

leveraged to implement conservation 

programs in South Carolina.

District State 

Funding 16% 

District Partner 

Funding 84% 

Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts - 2021 Impact
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