
Biggest Achievement of 2021 

2022 District Plans Conservation by the Numbers 

Other otable  
Accomplishments 

SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
Orangeburg

The Orangeburg County Soil and Water Conservation District resumed its
Annual SC Arbor Day Celebration in 2021 by planting 6 Eastern Redbud
(Judas) Tree seedlings on four school campuses. The schools receiving the
trees this year were: Bethune-Bowman Elementary, Middle, and High Schools
(located on one campus), Holly Hill Academy, Holly Hill Elementary and
Holly Hill-Roberts Middle School.

Arbor Day is the only holiday that celebrates the future. Planting Eastern
Redbud Trees helps the environment in two ways. First, the leaves remove
carbon dioxide from the air as food is produced for the tree. The carbon
becomes part of the tree and oxygen is then released. Therefore, trees help
reduce greenhouse gases which cause Climate Change. Second, these trees
bloom in late winter or early spring providing pollen and nectar to the early
stirring pollinators.

Students at Holly Hill Academy
gather to witness the Eastern
Redbud seedling planted at their
school on December 6, 2021
during the Arbor Day Celebration.

Sandy Ott and her third graders
assisted in planting the trees at
Bethune-Bowman Elementary
School.

• 848 acres in Orangeburg County were put into conservation
easements

• 635 acres in Orangeburg County were enrolled in
conservation programs for forestry and wildlife conservation

• Partner with SCSU to host a "Trees Calming"
Climate Change Event and with Clemson Extension
to host a 4-H2O Camp

• Work with our SC Envirothon Teams at
Orangeburg Preparatory School to use the new SC
Envirothon Training Trunk

• Participate in Read Across America Day

The Tabletop Rainfall Simulator
allows SCSU Botany Students
to observe the differences in
rainfall absorption between the
two field samples.

Students from Orangeburg 
Preparatory School who 
gathered used jeans for teens in 
S.C. Unwearable jeans were 
donated for making insulation.
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Conservation Districts assist with NRCS Farm Bill Programs which brought over $72 million to South Carolina’s 

private lands for conservation implementation in federal FY21.

Over 30,000 students were reached by conservation district youth oriented programs such as school gardening, seed 

libraries, SC Envirothon, Arbor Day and Earth Day events, stormwater education, scholarships, and conservation 

related contests, etc. 

More than 20,000 adults were educated on varying conservation topics including Farm Bill Programs, pollinator 

promotion, stormwater mitigation, invasive species control, prescribed fire, water quality and conservation, habitat 

restoration, land easements, etc. 

Over 4,000 acres statewide were impacted by conservation rental equipment available through conservation districts 

(no-till drills, prescribed fire equipment, hog traps, etc.). 

SC Envirothon State Champions took 3rd place overall at the 2021 international NCF-Envirothon Competition 

competing against teams from the US, Canada, and China. 

Programs involving land easements, habitat restoration, invasive species removal, water conservation, watershed 

improvement, litter removal, and conservation education are just a handful of the vast conservation topics 
implemented statewide by Conservation Districts. 

State FY22 Conservation District Funding 

For every $1 of state appropriated funds to 

Conservation Districts, $5 on average is  

leveraged to implement conservation 

programs in South Carolina.

District State 

Funding 16% 

District Partner 

Funding 84% 

Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts - 2021 Impact
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