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SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
Richland

The Richland County Seed Sanctuary grew by leaps and bounds in 2021.
Designed to provide free vegetable, herb, and wildflower seeds to the
community to promote home gardening and pollinator conservation, the Seed
Sanctuary is one of RSWCD's most visible and popular programs. RSWCD's
e-newsletter subscriptions have more than doubled and approximately 30
community volunteers have connected with RSWCD as a direct result of
public interest in the Seed Sanctuary.

Since the program launch in spring of 2020, RSWCD has provided some
13,000 packets of seed to nearly 3,000 people. In late 2021, RSWCD received
a $5,000 Dominion Energy Environmental Education and Stewardship Grant to
expand the program with a new physical location at Richland Library Eastover
and a traveling "Pop-Up Seed Sanctuary" to provide temporary seed
distribution events at community festivals, farmers markets, schools, and
churches.

Community Outreach Coordinator
Mary Hannah Lindsay prepares to
mail hundreds of seed packets to
local residents through the
Richland County Seed Sanctuary

A variety of vegetable, herb, and
wildflower seeds--including the
black-eyed Susan, pictured
here--are available through the
Richland County Seed Sanctuary

• $4,500 was awarded to support environmental education

• 550 participants in conservation events and workshops

• Youth conservation programs delivered to 346 students

• 61 attendees at 4 Midlands Local Food Collaborative events

• 12 conservation projects mentored at 3 Green Steps Schools

• Launch a Seed Sanctuary at Richland Library
Eastover and make appearances at community events
with new Pop-Up Seed Sanctuary

• Publish a K-8 soil science educators' guide and host
an associated educator workshop

• Classroom conservation programs along with
co-hosting or sponsoring several professional
development events for environmental educators

Commissioners adopted an
Advocacy Plan which has
resulted in stronger
relationships with County
Council and Administration.

RSWCD issued Outstanding
Youth Awards to Eli Crisan
(pictured here) and Ian Saracila
in recognition of their volunteer
work with SC Adopt-a-Stream.
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Conservation Districts assist with NRCS Farm Bill Programs which brought over $72 million to South Carolina’s 

private lands for conservation implementation in federal FY21.

Over 30,000 students were reached by conservation district youth oriented programs such as school gardening, seed 

libraries, SC Envirothon, Arbor Day and Earth Day events, stormwater education, scholarships, and conservation 

related contests, etc. 

More than 20,000 adults were educated on varying conservation topics including Farm Bill Programs, pollinator 

promotion, stormwater mitigation, invasive species control, prescribed fire, water quality and conservation, habitat 

restoration, land easements, etc. 

Over 4,000 acres statewide were impacted by conservation rental equipment available through conservation districts 

(no-till drills, prescribed fire equipment, hog traps, etc.). 

SC Envirothon State Champions took 3rd place overall at the 2021 international NCF-Envirothon Competition 

competing against teams from the US, Canada, and China. 

Programs involving land easements, habitat restoration, invasive species removal, water conservation, watershed 

improvement, litter removal, and conservation education are just a handful of the vast conservation topics 
implemented statewide by Conservation Districts. 

State FY22 Conservation District Funding 

For every $1 of state appropriated funds to 

Conservation Districts, $5 on average is  

leveraged to implement conservation 

programs in South Carolina.

District State 

Funding 16% 

District Partner 

Funding 84% 
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