 APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS
 DNR YOUTH DEER HUNTS - 2022
CONGAREE BLUFFS HERITAGE PRESERVE

The South Carolina Department of Natural Resources (DNR) will conduct three youth deer hunts at Congaree Bluffs Heritage Preserve.  The youth deer hunts are scheduled on October 22nd, October 29th, November 5th and November 12th.  There are four youth slots available per hunt.  The Congaree Bluffs Heritage Preserve is a 201-acre tract of land located one mile west of Fort Motte off Highway 419.  The property contains steep, undisturbed bluffs bordering the Congaree River.  The preserve harbors significant stands of American beech, oak-hickory and bottomland hardwood forest.  No comparable sites exist in the coastal plain of South Carolina.  The area provides an incredible opportunity to introduce youth to the sport of deer hunting.

One of the best ways to recruit new youth hunters is through their friends and family that already participate in hunting activities.  We support youth sportsmen in encouraging one or more of their friends, who do not hunt, to apply for DNR youth hunts.  South Carolina Department of Natural Resources especially wants to introduce these new hunters to the challenges and enjoyment associated with hunting.  Equally important, we want to make sure this introduction is done safely and ethically.  Both youth sportsmen and new hunters, who wish to apply for these hunts must fully complete and return an application that includes a questionnaire about their hunting experience and a completed liability waiver form.  Their legal guardian must sign both the application and liability waiver form.  

All DNR Youth Deer Hunts will be held on Saturday afternoons and will conclude at sunset.  At each hunt, there will be a brief discussion of deer biology and the role of hunting in wildlife management along with detailed comments regarding sportsmanship and hunter ethics.  There will be a thorough review of firearm safety.  More detailed instructions and directions to the hunt sites will be provided to applicants who are selected based on a random drawing.  If parents have further questions regarding safety, supervision, etc., please contact Barry Kesler, DNR Wildlife Biologist at 864-238-8369 or E-mail KeslerJ@dnr.sc.gov.

The age requirements for these special youth deer hunts are 17 and younger.  There is no application fee or any other costs associated with these hunts.  Participants who are 16 and 17 will be required to have a junior hunting license.  Young people who have an interest in trying deer hunting but have not had previous opportunities because they lacked a hunting connection should certainly apply.  Applications are available on the DNR website at www.dnr.sc.gov.  Applications can also be copied.  Completed applications must be received at the Columbia DNR Office by 5:00 p. m. on Friday, September 16, 2022. Good luck!

 		RETURN TO:	 SCDNR – YOUTH DEER HUNTS
				 	 Attn: Barry Kesler	
				 	 P.O. Box 167
  	Columbia, SC 29202
  

DNR YOUTH DEER HUNT APPLICATION - 2022
Congaree Bluffs Heritage Preserve
  
YOUTH NAME _____________________ DATE OF BIRTH ________________ AGE ______
ADDRESS __________________________ CITY, STATE _______________ ZIP __________ 
DAYTIME TELEPHONE ________________________________________________________
****************************************************************************** 
SECTION TO BE COMPLETED BY YOUTH (Please answer all questions)
1.	Have you ever hunted any of the wildlife species listed below?
    Circle:     Dove     Quail     Rabbit     Squirrel     Turkey     Deer     Other      None
2.	Who has taken you hunting in the past?
    Circle:     No one     Father     Mother     Relative     Friend
3.	How many times have you gone deer hunting?
    Circle:     Never        1 to 3       4 or more       Frequently
4.	Have you ever attended a DNR Co-Sponsored youth hunt?
	    Circle:     Yes            No
5.    	Have you ever killed a deer?
    Circle:      Yes            No

****************************************************************************** 
SECTION TO BE COMPLETED BY PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDIAN (Please answer all questions)
1.	Do you participate in hunting?
    Circle:   Yes	No
2.	Do you have or could you obtain a suitable firearm for your youngster to use during this hunt?  Circle:   Yes	   No
3.	Do you want to sit in the stand with your youngster on this hunt?
    Circle:   Yes	No

****************************************************************************** 
NOTE - The appropriate signatures acknowledges that the youth’s parents or legal guardians grant permission for their youth to participate in this special youth deer hunt as described in this announcement.  Please rank the following dates in the preferred order you would like to attend the hunt.

        
  10-22-2022		10-29-2022		11-5-2022		11-12-2022	                                                 

Youth Signature ____________________________________ Date ______________________

Parent Signature ____________________________________ Date ______________________

Parent/Guardian Signature ____________________________ Date ______________________

*** Applications must be received at the Columbia DNR Office by 5:00 p. m. on Friday, September 16, 2022, to be eligible for the drawing. *** 


SCDNR Participant Release Agreement
Youth Hunts

	Participant - Youth Full Name:	                                                                  Gender:

	E-MAIL:	                    Date of Birth:

	Mailing Address:	Phone Number:

	Emergency Contact:	Phone Number:



	Participant – Parent / Guardian Full Name:	                                          Gender:

	E-MAIL:	                    Date of Birth:

	Mailing Address:	Phone Number:

	Emergency Contact:	Phone Number:



The South Carolina Department of Natural Resources (SCDNR) appreciates your interest and involvement in our programs.  In exchange for being allowed to participate, I, the Participant, enter into this Agreement to clearly address certain aspects of my relationship with the SCDNR.  I affirm that my involvement with this program is as a participant for educational / personal enrichment purposes and not as an employee or volunteer of the SCDNR.  I agree to comply with rules applicable to my program and understand failure to do so may result in my dismissal from the program.    

Liability Limitations and Acknowledgement of Risks – I, the Participant, hereby release and hold harmless SCDNR and its officials, employees, and agents from any liability to me for any injury, accident, harm, or other damage to me that arises out of my participation in the program. I further accept and understand that any claims by me against SCDNR, or its officials, employees, or agents, are subject to the limitations of the South Carolina Tort Claims Act. I understand I may be exposed to potential risks from environmental conditions (for example, lightning, fire, smoke, heat, cold, swimming, diving, sharp objects, etc.), rigorous activities, exposure to wildlife and insects, vehicles, boats, equipment, tools, weapons, allergens, first aid or medical treatment for injuries, hunting and fishing activities, and others over which SCDNR may or may not have any control.  Taking into consideration my personal health and access limitations for some work locations, I acknowledge that I have the ultimate responsibility to determine whether I can safely participate before engaging in specific program activities.

Photo, Audio, Video Release – I grant the SCDNR permission to use photographs, pictures, audio, and/or video broadcasts or recordings of me (collectively, “Content”) as described below. SCDNR may use the Content on the internet and similar platforms/applications, in broadcasts, and in any print or digital form including public presentations, publications, educational materials, derivative works, or similar uses.  I understand and agree that the Content may be edited, copied, exhibited, published or distributed and waive the right to inspect or approve the finished product or any derivative works. I also understand and agree that I may be identified as a participant, including by name, in information that might accompany the Content.  My release of Content to SCDNR is a royalty-free, nonexclusive and permanent / irrevocable right to reproduce, publish, republish or otherwise use the Content and has no geographic limits. If acquired by or provided to SCDNR, I agree that the Content is and shall remain the property of the SCDNR.  I warrant and represent that this grant and release of Content does not in any way conflict with any existing commitment I have made. I forever release SCDNR, its trustees, employees, and agents from any and all claims, demands, rights, promises, damages and liabilities arising out of or in connection with the use or distribution of the Content, including but not limited to any claims for invasion of privacy, appropriation of likeness, or defamation.


By signing this Agreement, I acknowledge that I have completely read and fully understand and agree to be bound to these terms. This Agreement is binding on me and my heirs, assigns and personal representatives.

Participant – Youth 							

Signature: ______________________________________		Date:__________________

Printed Name: __________________________________			

Participant – Parent / Guardian
I understand and agree that this Agreement is binding on me, my child / ward (named above), our heirs, assigns and personal representatives. I affirm that I am eighteen (18) years old or more and that I am the parent or legal guardian of the child / ward named above and voluntarily execute this Agreement on my own behalf and on behalf of the child / ward.

[bookmark: _Hlk16584886]Parent / Guardian Signature: ___________________________________________________

Parent / Guardian Printed Full Name:  	

Date:  	


SCDNR Participant Release Agreement Youth Hunts
(Rev. 2022.8.16)


