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Oysters

Circle the two oysters that match.
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Find your way through this oyster bed.
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Why are oysters important?

Filters: An adult oyster filters up to
50 gallons of water per day, improving
water quality in the process.

Habitat: Oysters build reefs which
provide habitat for fish, shrimp, crabs,
birds, and other animals.

Erosion control: Oyster reefs are
natural breakwaters that can protect
shorelines.
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Jobs of the Salt Marsh

The salt marsh provides many benefits to humans and the rest of the ecosystem.
Why is the salt marsh habitat important?

The salt marsh is one of the most biodiverse habitats in the world! This means
it has a vast variety of life present within this one ecosystem. Protecting the salt
marsh is very important because of this and other reasons listed below.

Draw an arrow from the images below that represent important functions of the
salt marsh to the correct description and pictures.

The marsh is a
nursery for many
juvenile species

by providing

Oysters filter
pollutants out of
the water, provide
shelter for juvenile
animals, and
recycled oysters
are reused to build
oyster reefs!

Pluff mud

The marsh is a
absorbs excess

huge food source

water to help
prevent flooding
and erosion.

for humans and
animals!

protection and food
untilthey are big
enoughtotravelto
the ocean.




FISH FRIENDLY FUN -
[
Practicing these fish friendly activities will help your \
fish survive after being caught and released. | !
1) Keep fishing in the water as long as possible 1; /
2) Wet your hands when touching fish / (
/ |
3) Use circle hooks and rubber-coated nets [T — o ._\;;
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t SLIME IS COOL!
' How can we help keep fish strong and healthy
when we catch them? Fish have a protective|
| layer of slime called a slime coat. This\pelps %
1 prevent a fish from becoming sick. By wetting:

| your hands and using rubber-coated neté,‘\‘;‘ you‘“'-,E i

=4 help them keep their slime shield! || | ’J
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HOOKED ON CONSERVATION 4 !
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Picking the right hook for your fishing line is /6 ) 76 '
important. Did you know that the circle hook 17 o 2
prevents hooking a fish’s stomach and helps 5. {8 9 3
them have a better chance of surviving? 4 10 18V A
g 5
Connect the dots to draw the types of hooks o ' 16
used in fishing! o
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Come Prepared

Circle the things you W
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» Envitonment

It is important that we all play a part in preserving our environment.
Color in all the areas with an A, C, or E to read a reminder for what you can do to help.
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List some things you can do every day to respect the environment in which you live.
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