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Red Drum
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Oysters
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Jobs of the Salt Marsh
The salt marsh provides many benefits to humans and the rest of the ecosystem. 
Why is the salt marsh habitat important? 

The salt marsh is one of the most biodiverse habitats in the world! This means 
it has a vast variety of life present within this one ecosystem. Protecting the salt 
marsh is very important because of this and other reasons listed below. 

Draw an arrow from the images below that represent important functions of the 
salt marsh to the correct description and pictures. 
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Pluff mud 
absorbs excess 

water to help 
prevent flooding 

and erosion. 

Oysters filter 
pollutants out of 

the water, provide 
shelter for juvenile 

animals, and 
recycled oysters 

are reused to build 
oyster reefs!

The marsh is a 
nursery for many 
juvenile species 

by providing 
protection and food 
until they are big 

enough to travel to 
the ocean.

The marsh is a 
huge food source 
for humans and 

animals!



FISH FRIENDLY FUN
Practicing these fi sh friendly activities will help your 
fi sh survive after being caught and released. 

1) Keep fi shing in the water as long as possible

2) Wet your hands when touching fi sh

3) Use circle hooks and rubber-coated nets

Color this � sh’s protective slime shield! 

SLIME IS COOL! 
How can we help keep fi sh strong and healthy 
when we catch them? Fish have a protective 
layer of slime called a slime coat. This helps 
prevent a fi sh from becoming sick. By wetting 
your hands and using rubber-coated nets, you 
help them keep their slime shield!

HOOKED  ON CONSERVATION

Picking the right hook for your fi shing line is 
important. Did you know that the circle hook 
prevents hooking a fi sh’s stomach and helps 
them have a better chance of surviving?

Connect the dots to draw the types of hooks 
used in fi shing! 
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Come Prepared
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