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DESCRIPTION
Taxonomy and Basic Description
There is a great deal of geographic variation in the coloration of P. enoplosternum. Patterns vary
and may be charcoal or black and orange, cream, or yellowish-cream. Sometimes, it may have
black stripes or cream-colored tubercles. The antennae may be cream or have pinkish irregular
spots. The chelae are olive tan or cream to orange-tan with black tubercles (Hobbs 1981). This
species may be confused with the Cedar Creek crayfish, P. chacei. Therefore, questions have
been raised regarding the taxonomic distinctness between these two species (Hobbs 1981, 1989).
Status
NatureServe (2011) currently identifies P. enoplosternum as apparently secure/secure (S4/S5) in
Georgia with a global ranking of apparently secure to secure (G4/G5). However, this species is
not ranked in South Carolina. Taylor et al. (2007) listed the species as currently stable in Georgia
and South Carolina.
POPULATION SIZE AND DISTRIBUTION
P. enoplosternum occurs from the Santee River Basin in Richland County, South Carolina to the
Savannah, Ogeechee and Altamaha River Basins in eastern Georgia. It is believed to be fairly
widespread in South Carolina, but due to taxonomic confusion between P. enoplosternum and P.
chacei, the exact range is difficult to determine (Hobbs 1981).
HABITAT AND NATURAL COMMUNITY REQUIREMENTS
P. enoplosternum occurs in a variety of habitats including slow to moderately flowing streams
and impoundments. It can be found in shaded streams often in dense beds of macrophytes or
occasionally in shallow lentic habitats such as roadside ditches (Hobbs 1981). Little is known of
its specific habitat requirements.
CHALLENGES
Because little is known of the specific habitat requirements specifically for P. enoplosternum,
surveys should be conducted to determine these requirements. Additionally, taxonomic work is
necessary to clarify the relationship between this species and P. chacei. Until more information
is available, it is difficult to identify specific challenges to P. enoplosternum.
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CONSERVATION ACCOMPLISHMENTS
There are no significant conservation accomplishments for P. enoplosternum at this time.
CONSERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS
•
•

Conduct research to determine the habitat requirements for P. enoplosternum.
Conduct taxonomic studies to determine the relationship between P. enoplosternum
and P. chacei.

MEASURES OF SUCCESS
The collection of data that better describes the habitat requirements for P. enoplosternum may be
considered a measure of success. Additionally, completion of taxonomic studies to determine the
relationship between P. enoplosternum and P. chacei would be considered a sign of success.
LITERATURE CITED
Hobbs, H.H. Jr. 1958. Two new crayfishes of the genus Procambarus from South Carolina and
Georgia. Notulae Naturae of The Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. 307:10
pages, figures 1-26.
Hobbs, H.H. Jr. 1989. An Illustrated Checklist of the American Crayfishes (Decapoda:
Astacidae, Cambaridae, and Parastacidae). Smithsonian Contributions to Zoology. 480.
236 pp.
NatureServe. 2011. NatureServe Explorer: An online encyclopedia of life [web application].
Version 7.1. NatureServe, Arlington, Virginia. Available
http://www.natureserve.org/explorer.
Taylor, C.A., G.A. Schuster, J.E. Cooper, R.J. DiStefano, A.G. Eversole, P. Hamr, H.H. Hobbs
III, H.W. Robison, C.E. Skelton, and R.F. Thoma 2007. Reassessment of the
Conservation Status of Crayfishes of the United States and Canada after 10+ Years of
Increased Awareness. Fisheries. 32(8):372–389.

